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Biography of the Author

Despite an extensive research for a detailed account on the life of Ibn
Zabr, the available biographies were limited and focused on his po-
sition as a muhaddith, trustworthy, a noble man, a historian and a
hafiz—to name a few. None of these sources mentioned his role in the
political life that was described as troubled at that time, particularly
that his father was the chief judge of Damascus and Egypt during the
first quarter of the fourth Hijri century, and had close ties with the
Caliphs, rulers and administrators.
I (referring to the editor of the Arabic manuscript) have extracted the
biography of Abu Sulayman, Abdullah ibn Zabr from the following
sources:

1. Tarikh Dimashq of Ibn ‘Asakir (15/251-252).
2. Tadhkirat al-Huffaz of al-Dhahabl (3/996).
3. Shadharat al-Dhahab of ‘Abd al-Hay ibn al-'Imad al-Hanbali

(3/96).
4. Al-‘Ibarfi Khabar Man Abar of al-Dhahabl (3/12)
5. Al-Wulat wa al-Qudah of Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Kandl al-

Masri (p. 543).
6. Al-Ikmal of ‘All ibn Hibatu Allah, famously referred to as Ibn

Makula (4/163).
7. Hadiyatu al- Arifin of Isma'Il Pasha al-Baghdadl (2/5l ).
8. Tarikh al-Adab al-A rabi of Carl Brockelmann (annex 1, p. 280).
9. Al- Alam of Khayr al-DIn al-Zarkall (7/98).



Wasaya al-‘Ulama ‘inda Hudur al-Mawt

10. Mu'jam al-Mu 5alifin of 'Umar Rida Kahhalah (10/196)
11. Majallat Ma\had al-Makhtutat (annex 2, p. 73).
12. Tarlkh al-Turath al-A rabiof Fu’ad Sizkln (1/504).

000

He is Abu Sulayman, Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn
Rabl'ah ibn Sulayman ibn Khalid ibn 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Zabr. He
was born during 289H in the city of al-Raqqah and was described as
a noble man, worthy of trust, and an astute person who was well-ac-
quainted with hadith, history and biographies. He is considered to
be a hafiz, and he was the muhaddith of Damascus where he used
to narrate hadiths for people, and the son of its judge. He travelled
to pursue the knowledge of hadith, and authored many books that
scholars considered of great benefit such as Ma rifat al-Sahabah and
al-Tarikh ‘ala al-Sinyin.He narrated from about fifty scholars that Ibn
Asakir listed in his book, including Abu al-Qasim al-Baghawi, Abu

Bakr ibn Abi Dawud and others. As for those who narrated from him,
they were many, including Tamam ibn Muhammad, ‘Abd al-Wahhab
al-Maydani, Abu al-Hasan 'All ibn Muhammad ibn Tawq al-Daranl
and many others. He was praised by many scholars such as Abu Bakr
ibn al-Khatib, ‘All ibn Hibatu Allah, Abu Muhammad ibn Muham-
mad al-Akfanx, and others. Ibn Zabr stated that Abu Ja'far al-Tahawi
reviewed some of the works he authored, and he liked them. He said
to him: “O Abu Sulayman! Those of your ilk are the chemists and
those of our ilk are the doctors.” Abu Nasr ibn al-Jabban related that
Ibn Zabr told him that he saw Allah, the Exalted, during his sleep and
he mentioned that he saw just a light. He died on Saturday, 12th of
Jamada al-Awla, 379H.
The other books and resources that included his biography did not
mention anything different to the above. None of these resources
talked about his travels and journeys, or even mentioned whether he
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accompanied his father in his travels between Baghdad, Egypt and
Damascus, or even his position regarding the rulers. Although his fa-
ther was the judge of Damascus and Egypt, all books agree that he
was not a trustworthy person and was a weak narrator, as stated by
al-Dhahabi who said, Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Rabl'ah ibn Zabr,
the judge. He was amongst the jurists and scholars of hadlth, but he
reported ahadith that no other narrator related ” Al-Khatlb al-Bagh-
dadl said, “He was not trustworthy, died in 329H. Al-Daraqutm re-
jected his narrations, and he narrated from al-Haytham ibn Sahl a
false report.” However, his son—the author of this book, did not fol-
low the way of his father and embarked upon the way of the truthful
people who are believed in.

13
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The Author’s Introduction
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{And We have instructed those who were given the Scripture before

you and yourselves to fear Allah.}1
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Shaykh al-Salih al-Muqrl, Abu al-Hasan, ‘All ibn Abl 'Abdullah ibn
Abl al-Hasan ibn al-Muqayyir al-Najjar al-Baghdadl, may Allah re-
ward him, informed us whilst it was read in his presence while we were
listening to him on a Friday, 28th of Jumada-al-Ula in the year 633H
in the Masjid al-Jami‘ of Damascus that it was mentioned to him,
“Abu al-Ma 'all, al-Fadl ibn Sahl ibn Bishr ibn Ahmad al-Isfarayml
informed you—while granting you the official permission to transmit
it—that the jurist, Abu al-Qasim, 'All ibn Muhammad Al-MisisI2 in-
formed him of having heard the narration of hadlth in the year 486H
while they were listening.” He said, “I, Abu ‘All, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn ‘Uthman ibn Abl Nasr recited it in his presence in the
month of Sha ban in the year 428H that it was mentioned to him, that
‘Muhammad ibn al-Zabr al-Raba'I narrated the hadlth in Dhulqadah
in 370H that Ibn ‘Umar3 narrated that the Messenger of Allah H
2 Alluding to al-Masisah—a city on the coast and the native place of many
scholars.
3 He is ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab %>. He was known as Abu ‘ Abd
al-Rahman and Ibn ‘Umar. He was an esteemed Companion who grew up in
Islam and migrated to Madinah with his father. He was presented to the Prophet
g|to partake in the battles of Badr and Uhud but the Prophet considered him
too young to do so. He finally allowed him to join the army in the battle of
Khandaq when he was only fifteen years old. He is one of the “four ‘Abdullahs”
from the youthful Companions. They are: 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar, 'Abdullah ibn
Abbas, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and ‘Abdullah ibn Zubayr, may Allah be

pleased with them. He gave religious rulings for sixty years and became blind
towards the end of his life. He was the last of the Companions to die in Mak-
kah, passing away in 73H. He narrated 2630 ahadlth in all. He was one of the

15
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said: “It is not proper for a Muslim who possesses something to be-
queath to spend even two nights4 without having his final testament
written down with him regarding it.”5

^ 'A*- U^ J\ J>
A dJi JCP IJ JCP

J*

x o " 0 S %I b o>-
Je- J> <UI ^ If - OIP 'j> 4JI XP Ji °je- tJ-5P

Ji

staunchest followers of the Prophet’s Sunnah.
4 Al-BayhaqI and Abu 'Uwanah report a hadlth which mentions, “a night or
two nights” while Muslim reports, “spend three nights.” This variance alludes to
the approximation of the nights and that it is not intended to specify the num-
ber of nights. The meaning of it is that a person should not spend a long time
without writing his will down, even if what he possesses is very little. Even three
days is seen as considerable procrastination. For this reason, Ibn ‘Umar said,
“Ever since I heard Allah’s Messenger H say this I have not spent a night without
having my will written with me.” It was narrated by ‘ Abd al-Razzaq in his book
that Anas ibn Malik % said, “The Companions used to write in the beginning
of their wills, T commence with the help of the name of Allah, the Most Merci-
ful, the Especially Merciful. This is what so and so has instructed that he bears
witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the absolute who has
no partners and that Muhammad is His slave and messenger and {And [that
they may know] that the Hour is coming - no doubt about it - and that Allah
will resurrect those in the graves.} [Al-Hajj: 7]. I instruct my family members
to fear Allah, to resolve things between them and to obey Allah and His mes-
senger if they still consider themselves Muslims. I instruct them as Ibrahim
instructed his son Ya‘qub, saying: {O my sons, indeed Allah has chosen for you
this religion, so do not die except while you are Muslims.} [Al-Baqarah: 132]’.”
I say: Thereafter, one should write down the debts he owes and that which is
owed to him and it must be witnessed so that rights are not misappropriated.
5 Reported by al-Bukhari (5/264) in the first chapter of the Book of Final In-
structions. It was also reported by Muslim (1627) in the first chapter of the Book
of Final Instructions.
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It was narrated to us by ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Bahr [...]6 that ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Umar7 narrated on the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar that
the Prophet H said: “It is not proper for a Muslim to spend a night
without having his final testament written down should he have any
wealth to bequeath”8

0\1 jj

••

. UU^JI o‘ Ijtliil ili* «3?l 3J
3' s£ j^1 ^ , JU y a)i ^ u cojji i?

" " *

Cf-
It was narrated to us by al-Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn Ghatafan [...] that
‘Ala ibn Utbah said, “I heard ‘Umayr ibn HanI say that he heard Ibn
‘Umar say, ‘[If people are not heedful,] death will visit them before
they can write their final testaments.’”

» ot?.°} o>. b , cs-
' *

^ & :3u ^)\ li & , ^ Lz$ U
^ ^ •• * ^

6 This chain of narration includes Abu ‘Uqayl i.e. Yahya ibn al-Mutawakkil al-
Madanl, the companion of Bahiyah who was the slave girl of ‘Aishah He
narrated from her frequently and so he became known as the companion of
Bahiyah, he is a da 'if narrator as mentioned in al-Taqrib by al-Hafiz ibn Hajar
al-‘Asqalani.
7 He is ‘ Umar ibn ‘Abdillah al-Madanl, the slave of Ghufrah. He is a da'if narra-
tor who used to narrate ahadlth which were mursal, as mentioned in al-Taqrib.
8 I say that its chain of narration is weak.
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Daybul!9 [...]10 on
the authority of Anas ibn Malik11 that: “We were with the Prophet g|
when a man approached him and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! So and
so has died." The Prophet f§> replied, ‘Was he not with us just recently?’
They replied, ‘Yes, he was indeed.’ He H said, “Exalted is Allah! It is
as if his soul was taken in anger; the destitute is the one who did not
make his final testament before dying.”12

JjP cdJjJl Qi AIAJ lj Is IA5U>-

9 Alluding to al-Dayibul—a city on the coast of India, near Sind. Many scholars
including the Muhammad ibn Ibrahim mentioned here originate from this city.
10 This chain of narration includes more than one da 'if narrator.
11 He is Anas ibn Malik al-Ansari who was known as Abu Hamzah, the Com-
panion of the Messenger of Allah g|and his servant. He was at the service of
the Messenger of Allah H for ten years and began serving the Prophet when
he was ten years old. The Prophet H supplicated for him asking Allah to bless
his wealth and progeny. Anas witnessed the conquests of the Muslims and later
resided at Basrah. He died in 93H. It is also said that perhaps he died in 90H or
9lH. He was the last Companion to die in Basrah. He lived for more than one
hundred years. There are 2286 ahadlth attributed to him.
12 The last part of the hadlth: “... The destitute is the one who did not make his
final testament before dying” was reported by Ibn Majah in his Sunan (2700)
in the Book of Final Instructions. Darsat ibn Ziyad and Yazid ibn Aban appear
in the chain of narration, and both of them are da 'if narrators. The part of the
hadlth, “...It is as if the soul was taken in anger...” has a corroborating report in
Musnad Ahmad (3/424) and (4/219) and Abu Dawud (3110).

18
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It was narrated to us by al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn SacId [...]13

that Mu'awiyah ibn Qurrah narrated on the authority of his father,
Qurrah ibn Iyas al-Muzam14 that, “The Messenger of Allah H said,
‘He who makes his final testament when death approaches him and it
is according to the Book of Allah, the Most High and Dignified, shall
find it as an expiation for the zakat he had not paid for while he was
alive.5”15

; jdi-
••

:36 ip: b t J\ p tjjLuil J,^ p: b , JOP ^ 4)1 3̂

P If » pP' s7 If ‘P̂ P P >
' ' S*
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It was narrated to us by Abu £ Abdullah ibn Ahmad [...] that Mu'awi-
yah ibn Qurrah narrated on the authority of his father that the
Messenger of Allah g§said, “He who makes his final testament when

13 There are weak narrators in this chain: Jahdar ibn al-Harith and Baqiyyah
ibn al-Walld.
14 He is Qurrah ibn Iyas al-Muzam, who was a Companion of the Prophet #.
He was the grandfather of the judge of Basrah, Iyas ibn Mu'awiyah who was
known for his intellect. Qurrah lived in Basrah. He has narrated a few ahadlth
which were sub-narrated by his son, Mu'awiyah. Qurrah was also called Ibn
Mu'awiyah.
15 Reported by Ibn Majah in his Sunan (2705) in the Book of Final Testament,
Chapter: Perjury in Final Testaments. The chain of narration is weak.
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death approaches him and it is according to the Book of Allah, shall
find it as an expiation for the zakat he had not paid for while he was
alive.”16
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It was narrated to us by Ibrahim ibn Marzuq [...] that Qatadah nar-
rated on the authority of Anas that he said, “The instruction of the
Messenger of Allah H on his deathbed was mostly, ‘Mind the prayer
and look after that which your right hands possess”’ He said, ‘He kept
murmuring it as his tongue could not utter it clearly”17

fli*^ tJtii $ jJi! b fJi LS ê b :3u &$1̂ 4 &JJ.
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It was narrated to us by Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Warith [...] that ‘Abdullah
ibn Zubayr narrated on the authority of ‘Aishah that she informed
16 It is similar to the hadlth before it. However, it is narrated on the authority
of his father ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad, who is a da ‘if narrator. This hadlth, as the
one before it, is weak.
17 Also reported in Musnad Ahmad (3/117) and Sunan Ihn Majah (2697) in
the Book of Final Testaments: Chapter: “Did the Prophet give a wasiyyah?” This
hadlth was narrated on the authority of Anas ibn Malik

20
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him that she heard the Messenger of Allah H whispering while re-
clining on her chest, “O Allah! Forgive me and be merciful to me and
gather me with the highest companions.”18
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It was narrated to us by Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ja'far al-Samir!
[...] that al-Qasim ibn Muhammad narrated on the authority of
‘Aishah «§& that she said: “I saw the Messenger of Allah g|as he was
dying. He had with him a bowl containing water into which he would
put his hand and then wipe his face with the wet hand. He would then
say, ‘O Allah, help me overcome the agonies of death.’”19
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18 Reported by Muslim in al-Sahih (2444) in the Book of the Merits of the Com-
panions: Chapter: Merits of 'Aishah oft and Ahmad in his Musnad (6/231). Al-
Bukhari reported a concise version of the hadith (8/110 and 114) in the chap-
ter: “The ailment of the Prophet H and his death”, from the hadith narrated by
‘Aishah 4*.
19 Reported by Ahmad in al-Musnad (6/64, 77 and 151), al-Tirmidhl (978)
in the Book of Funerals, Chapter: What is mentioned about the distress felt
when death approaches, and Ibn Majah (1623) in the Book of Funerals, Chap-
ter: What is mentioned about the ailment of the Prophet from the narration
of 'Aishah The hadith is graded as hasan (good). Al-Bukhari reported the
hadith in al-Sahih (11/312) in the Book of Heart Softeners, Chapter: The ago-
nies of death with the wording, “There is none worthy of worship except Allah.
Verily, death has its agonies.”

21
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Harith Ahmad ibn Sa'id [...] that
Mubarak20 said that he heard al-Hasan21 say, “When the Messenger of
Allah f§> was in the throes of death, Fatimah22 q$said, ‘The Prophet#
said, ‘Indeed, by Allah, your father will not feel another distress after
this one’”

d J l J 3^ :3^ .d i*j jj-ol cĉ jl3 b :3^ tiljbi 3^' * "
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Habban said [...] that Anas said: “The Messenger of Allah §§• said, “O
daughter! Indeed, by Allah, your father is about to face a great mat-
ter—of which Allah will not spare anyone23 except that they shall

20 He is Mubarak ibn Fadalah al-Basrl.
21 Al-Hasan when left unspecified as in the text above refers to al-Hasan al-
Basrl. His name was al-Hasan ibn Abl Hasan. His fathers name was Yasar.
22 She is Fatimah al-Zahra ( al-zahra is a nickname that means: the one who is
white and bright with a tinge of redness). She was the daughter of the Prophet
#, born to his wife, Khadljah bint Khuwaylid She married her cousin, 'All

and gave birth to his two sons, al-Hasan and al-Husayn tig*. She died in 1lH,
six months after the death of her father, the Messenger of Allah||.
23 Reported by Ahmad in al-Musnad.
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face it too24 —that is standing before Allah on the Day of Judgement.”25
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24 Reported by Ahmad in al-Musnad and Ibn Majah with minor variations in
the wording of the hadlth which was narrated by Anas ibn Malik%.
25 Ahmad reported the hadlth in his Musnad (3/141) and Ibn Majah (1629) in
the Book of Funerals, Chapter: what is mentioned regarding the death and buri-
al of the Prophet H from the narration of Anas ibn Malik %>.This is a hadlth
graded as hasan. Al-Bukhari reported it in his Sahth (8/113) in the chapter of
“The ailment and death of the Prophet H, that Anas ibn Malik said, ‘When
the Prophet f§> was seriously ill, he was overcome with pain. Fatimah ^ said,
‘O Father! You are in distress!’ He H replied, ‘Your father will not feel distress
after this day’ When the Prophet passed away, Fatimah said, ‘O Father! Who
has responded to the call of the Lord Who has invited him! O Father, whose
dwelling place is the Garden of Paradise (i.e. al-Firdaws)! O Father! We convey
this news [of your death] to Jibrll.’ When he was buried, Fatimah said, ‘O Anas!
Do you feel pleased to throw earth over Allah’s Messenger f§?’She said this out
of surprise for their action which was contrary to what she knew of them. She
knew them to be compassionate towards the Prophet$due to their great love
for him. Anas remained silent at her protest in deference to her. In retrospect,
he would have said, ‘We were not pleased to do so. We did so only because we
were following his ways in keeping with his commands H’” Al-Bazzar narrates
with a hasan chain of narration that Anas also said, “We hated burying him un-
til we wiped our hands clean.” This and other excerpts from the hadlth narrated
by Anas %, indicate that they felt difficulty in burying him for it demanded
things that contradicted with the love and compassion that they used to treat
the Prophet H when he was alive.
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Muhammad ibn Yusuf ibn Bishr al-HarawI and Abu al-Harith Ah-
mad ibn Sa'id [al-Dimashql] have different versions of the hadlth.
[...] They said that Zubayr narrated on the authority of ‘Aishah, the
wife of the Prophet that she said: “The Messenger of Allah f§> said
during the time he was healthy, ‘Before death takes away the souls of
Prophets, their seats in Paradise are shown to them, and then each
one will be asked to choose [either to stay in this life or accept death]’”
‘Aishah said, “When the Messenger of Allah f§> was in pain and on his
deathbed, his head was on my lap, and he lost consciousness. When
he woke up, he raised his eyes to the ceiling of the house and said, ‘O
Allah!With the highest companion.’” On that point, I said,‘He did not
choose to stay with us and thus I recalled his statement which he used
to mention to us before getting sick’”26

000
26 Also reported by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih (8/105) in the Book of Warfare,
Chapter: The last thing mentioned by the Prophet # from the hadlth narrated
by 'Aishah «$>. Al-raftq al-a ‘la (the best companion) as mentioned in the hadlth
could refer to Paradise or to all the Prophets collectively who were mentioned
in the ayah: {And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger - those will be with
the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed favour of the Prophets, the steadfast
affirmers of truth, the martyrs and the righteous. And excellent are those as
companions.} [Al-Nisa: 69]. They are referred to as companions for they assist
others to obey Allah and benefit each other.
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It was narrated to us by Abu ‘Abdillah ibn Ahmad27 [...]28 that ‘Utayy
ibn al-Sa‘d!29 reported that Ubayy ibn Ka‘b30 ^ said: “The Messenger

27 He is the authors father, ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad al-Qadi. He was a jurist and
a muhaddith who was the sole narrator of some ahadith. He was considered a
da ‘if narrator. Al-Khatlb al-Baghdadi said, “He is not a trusted narrator”
28 The narrator Muhammad ibn Dhikwan was considered a da‘If narrator as
mentioned by al-Hafiz ibn Hajar in al-Taqrib.
29 He is ‘Utayy ibn al-Sa‘dI al-Basrl. He was a thiqah narrator.
30 He was an Ansari Companion who was the chief of his village. He was one of
the Companions who participated in the second treaty of al-‘Aqabah.He fought
in the Battle of Badr and all the other battles. The Prophet said to him, “Rejoice
by this knowledge, O Abu Mundhir!” He H also said, “Verily, Allah command-
ed me to recite to you the Qur’an.” ‘Umar used to call ‘Ubayy “The chief of the
Muslims.” ‘Ubayy was one of the scribes of the revelation as it descended to the
Messenger of Allah||. He was of those who compiled the Qur’an into a single
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of Allah H said, ‘When Adam was on his deathbed, Allah sent
him a shroud and embalming scent from Paradise. When Hawa saw
the Angels, she grew frightened. Adam said to her, ‘Let me be alone
with my Lord’s messengers. Because of you, I was afflicted with what
I had to endure, and had it not been because of you, nothing of this
would have happened.”’31
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The Final Words of Nuh
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^3li 3] :36 ^It was narrated to us by Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn ‘Umayr [...] that
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar igfc related that the Messenger of Allah # said,
“Shall I not inform you of the instructions of Nuh ft?” They (the
Companions) said, “Yes” He said, “Nuh advised his son by saying, T

book during the era of ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan He died in Madinah. It is said
that he died in the year 20H, 2lH or 30H.
31 This story is da ‘if as can be observed from the footnotes regarding its narra-
tors.The authors father, ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad appears in the chain of narration
who is considered to be a da‘if narrator. Muhammad ibn Dhikwan al-Basrl is
also considered to be a da ‘// narrator.
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advise you to perform two things and prohibit you from two things’»»32
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It was narrated to us by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad33 [...]34 that
Ibn 'Abbas35% said, “The Messenger of Allah fH said, ‘Nuh advised
32 This hadlth is an an ana of Ibn Ishaq, the author of al-Maghazi and this re-
port is in the book Kashf al-lstdr 'an Zawa‘id al-Bazzar by al-Haythaml (3069)
which was reviewed by Shaykh Habib al-Rahman al-A'zaml from the narration
of 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar. It was also collected by al-Haythaml in Majma ' al-Za-
wa’id (4/219) and other books.
33 He is al-Imam al-Hafiz, the ascetic and the shaykh of the Haram who was
well-known as Ibn al-A'rabl. His name is Abu Sa'ld, Ahmad ibn Muhammad
al-Basri. He authored a number of books and received narrations of hadlth from
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Malik and others. He died in the year 340H.
34 Al-DhahabI said in al-Mizan regarding the narrator Khunays ibn Bakr ibn
Khunays, “Salih Jazarah said that he is da‘ifV
35 He is 'Abdullah ibn 'Abbas, the paternal cousin of the Prophet||. He was
one of the four famous 'Abdullahs. He was an authority for this nation and the
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his son by saying, ‘I shall not lengthen my speech so that it is easier for
you to remember it. Allah Us and His righteous slaves rejoice for two
things and there are two things He and His righteous slaves resent. As
for the former, they are: To testify that there is none worthy of wor-
ship except Allah. Indeed, if the sky and the earth and the creations
in between them were to become one solid unit, it would break it,
and if it is placed on one side of a balance, it would make the side it is
in heavier than the other, [and the other thing is] ‘glorified be Allah
and to Him is all praise.’This is the prayer of the creation and they are
provided sustenance for uttering it. As for the two things Allah and
His righteous slaves resent, they are: shirk (associating partners with
Allah) and kibr (vanity).” One of the Companions asked, ‘O Messen-
ger of Allah, verily I love to have the best ride and eat soft food. I love
the coil of my whip and the front part of my shoe. Is this considered
vanity?’ He H replied, ‘No, vanity is denial of truth and belittling of
people.’”36 The wording is of Ibn al-A'rabi.
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The Final Words of Abu Bakr al-Siddiq37^interpreter of the meanings of the Qur’an. He narrated 1660 ahadlth and died
in the year 68H in the city of Ta’if %.
36 This has a similar purport as the hadith before it. It was narrated on the au-
thority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As as reported in the Musnad of Ahmad
(2/170 and 225). The sanad is weak. There appears within it Khunays ibn Bakr
who is considered to be a da ‘if narrator.
37 He is Abu Bakr ibn Abl Quhafah. His name was ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Uthman ibn
‘Amir al-Qurayshl al-Tamlml, the vicegerent of the Prophet H and one of the
ten people who were promised Paradise. He was the first man to embrace Islam.
His father, ‘Uthman did not embrace Islam until the conquest of Makkah. He
passed away after the death of Abu Bakr. His mother, Umm al-Khayr embraced
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It was narrated to us by Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Yazurl
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Islam much earlier and she too died after her son passed away. Abu Bakr %
died before his parents and he left his inheritance to them in the year 13H in
Madlnah.
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[...]38 that Abu al-Mallh39 said, “When Abu Bakr al-Siddlq % was on
his deathbed, he sent for ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 40^ and said to him,
‘Verily I will advise you, if you would like to accept it from me: Allah
ft has rights at night that He does not accept if performed during the
daytime and He has rights in the daytime that He does not accept if
performed during the night. Allah ft does not accept supererogatory
acts until the obligatory ones are fulfilled. Have you not known that
for those whose scale is heavy on the Day of Judgement, it is because
they have followed the truth in this world while it was a heavy burden
on them! Indeed, a scale upon which nothing but the truth is placed
on must be heavy. Have you not known that for those whose scale is
light in the Hereafter it is because they have followed falsehood in
this world while it was pleasing to them! Indeed, a scale that nothing
but falsehood is placed on it must be light. Have you not known that
Allah ft has revealed an ayah of hope along with an ayah of intense
proportion and an ayah of intense proportion along with an ayah of
hope so that the servant is encouraged and cautioned at the same time
so that he does not ruin himself, and does not wish from Allah ft ex-
cept the truth. If you pay heed to my words you will find death dearer
to you than anything else you wish to meet, and death is inevitable. If

38 This chain of narration includes ‘Ubaydallah ibn Abl Humayd Abu Khattab
who narrated from Abi al-Mallh. Al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi said in al-MIzan, “Al-
Bukharl said that he is matruk (rejected) in hadith. Al-NasaT said that he is
matruk (rejected). Ahmad ibn Hanbal said that the people rejected his narra-
tions. Duhaym said that he is da 'if Al-Bukhari said that he narrated strange
reports from al-Mallh.
39 Abu al-Mallh ibn Usamah al-Hadhll. It is said his name was ‘Amir or Zayd
ibn Usamah. He was a trusted Tabi‘1 who narrated from his father and Ma'qal
ibn Yasar and many other Companions.
40 In the original manuscript it is stated as “may Allah have mercy on him”, but
it is more proper that one says, “may Allah be pleased with him” which is the
established way to distinguish between a Companion and others who are con-
ferred with, “may Allah have mercy upon him.”

30



The Final Words of the Scholars at the Onset of Death

you let my advice go to naught then death will be the matter that you
will despise most.41
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Qasim 'Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Abd al- 'AzIz al-BaghawI42 [...]that Ibn Abl Mulaykah43 narrated that
1 Aishah said, “My father told me: ‘In what did you shroud the Mes-
senger of Allah fH?’ I replied that we shrouded him in three pieces of
clothing. He said, ‘Take these two clothes of mine and wash them—
both of which were dyed in a reddish colour—and buy me a third
piece of clothing but make sure it is not expensive.51 replied, ‘O father,
we are well off so we can buy an expensive one.5 He said, ‘O daughter,
the living is worthier of wearing new garments than the dead. The

41 The chain of narration of this story is da 'if as seen in the footnote above
regarding its narrators, and it is munqati ‘ (there is a break in the chain) as Abu
al-Mallh did not narrate from Abu Bakr al-Siddlq i%>.
42 He was a hafiz, a thiqah narrator and an illustrious scholar. He heard from
an excess of three hundred scholars. He lived a long life, he was born during the
month of Ramadan in the year 214H and he died during the night of al-Fitr in
the year 317H.
43 He is ‘Abdullah ibn ‘ Ubaydallah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Mulaykah al-Madani. He
met thirty Companions and was a thiqah narrator and a faqih. He passed away
during the year 117H.
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It was narrated to us by Mus'ab ibn Isma‘11 [. . . ] that Qatadah45 said,
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44 The chain of narration is hasan.
45 He is Qatadah ibn Dacamah al-Basri, he was a thiqah narrator who died in
the year 117H or 118H. He never met Abu Bakr %> but narrated from the young
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“When death approached Abu Bakr al-Siddlq % he sent for Umar
to offer him his wasiyyah. When cUmar arrived, he informed 'Umar
that Allah & has rights at night that He does not accept if done in the
daytime and He has rights in the daytime that He does not accept if
done at night. Allah & does not accept supererogatory acts until the
obligatory ones are fulfilled. He then added that Allah & has men-
tioned the best deeds of the people of Paradise. A person then would
say, £What are my deeds compared to the deeds of these people?’ This
is because Allah overlooked their bad deeds and did not make men-
tion of them. Know that Allah & has mentioned the worst of deeds of
the people of Hell. A person would say, ‘1am better than these people
in terms of deeds.’ This is because Allah has rejected their good deeds
and did not accept them. Know that Allah H has revealed an ayah
of hope along with an ayah of intense proportion and vice versa so
that the believer may get encouraged and cautioned at the same time
so that he does not ruin himself, and does not wish from Allah
except the truth. Know that those whose scales are heavy on the Day
of Judgement, it is because they have followed the truth in this world
while it was a heavy burden on them! Indeed, a scale that has nothing
but the truth placed on it must be heavy. Know that those whose scales
are light in the Hereafter, it is because they have followed falsehood
in this world while it was pleasing to them. If you accept my advice
you will find death dearer to you than anything else, and facing death
is inevitable. If you let my advice go to naught, then death will be the
thing you will despise most and you will never be able to avoid it.”
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Companions such as Anas ibn Malik and others. This isnad is munqati ‘ as he
did not meet Abu Bakr.
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J^\ U LU ,^J\ 4UI ^ :i£^j iDl :dJU l#
ot& c>r ^3)! <2r? <^' oi &£ %
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It was narrated to us by Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad ibn Yusuf ibn
Bishr al-HarawI46 [...]47 that 'Aishah said, “My father wrote down
his final testament, in which he said,1commence with the name of
Allah, the Most Merciful, the Especially Merciful. This is what Abu
Bakr ibn Abl Quhafah has instructed at the time he was to depart this
world, a moment when every disbeliever believes, when every sinner
ceases to sin and when every liar speaks the truth. I appoint 'Umar
ibn al-Khattab as Caliph after me. If he rules with justice, then he is as
I expected and hoped, and if he is unjust and does not follow the right
way, then I do not know the unseen.48 {And those who have wronged

iii! r.

46 He is Muhammad ibn Yusuf ibn Bishr al-HarawI, Abu 'Abdullah. He was a
Shafi'l /ig/i scholar. He was adjudged to be a thiqah narrator by al-Khatlb and
others. He sought out to seek the knowledge of this science whilst he was in his
thirties. He died during the month of Ramadan in the year 330H; he reached
one hundred years of age and exceeded it by a month.
47 In his book al-Mizan (4/326), al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi said regarding one of the
narrators in this chain of narration, “I do not know who he is.”
48 This version of the wasiyyah has narrators who are unknown as shown in the
footnote above.
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•re going to know to what [kind of ] return they will be returned.}49

Abu Sulayman ibn Zabr said, “ ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan was the one who
wrote down the wasiyyah of Abu Bakr i%.50
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The Final Words of Umar ibn al-Khattab (Abu Hafs)51
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn c Umar ibn Yusuf ibn
Jawsa [...] that Ibn c Umar said, “‘Umars head was on my lap after
he was stabbed. ‘Umar said, ‘Put my head on the ground.’ I thought it

49 Al-Shu‘ara: 227
50 The original manuscript says: “May Allah have mercy upon them both”
However it is better to say, “May Allah be pleased with them both ” They were
from the best of the Companions and from the ten promised Paradise.
51 He is the Leader of the Faithful Believers ‘ Umar ibn al-Khattab, the second
Rightly Guided Caliph and the one who Allah used to make Islam strong. He
was one of the ten promised Paradise. He was the first to be given the title “lead-
er of the faithful believers” He passed away during the year 23H at the hands of
Abl LuTu’ Fayruz al-FarisI.
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would cause him discomfort and so I did not do it. He repeated, ‘Put
my cheek on the ground, may you not have a mother and woe to me
and my mother if Allah & does not forgive me.”52
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Ja far al-Samiri53 [...]54 that
Salim ibn ‘Abdillah narrated on the authority of his father that he
said, “The head of ‘Umar was on my thighs when he was in the ail-
ment from which he died. He said, ‘Put my head on the ground.’ I
replied, ‘What difference would it make if your head was resting upon
my thighs or on the ground?’ He retorted, ‘Put it on the ground, may
you not have a mother.’ So I placed his head on the ground. ‘Umar
then said, ‘Woe to me and to my mother, if my Lord J§» does not have
mercy upon me.”55

Zjizi j\ u , j, J $ JLii-l b , JiSr oi Godi ^ >

52 The isnad for this wasiyyah is sahih.
53 He is Muhammad ibn Ja‘far al-Samiri, the author of the book Fadilat al-
Shukry Makarim al-Ikhlaq and others. He was from Palestine and passed away
in Madlnah during the year 327H.
54 In his book al-Taqrib, al-Hafiz ibn Hajar declared the narrator in this chain
of narration named ‘Asim ibn ‘Ubaydallah to be da‘if
55 The chain of narrators for this report is da‘if ‘Asim ibn ‘Ubaydallah ibn
‘Asim ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab who appears in the chain is a da‘if narrator.
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Jafar al-Samir! [...] that
al-Sha'bl56 said: “When ‘Umar %, was stabbed, Ibn ‘Abbas came to
him and said, ‘O Leader of the Faithful Believers, you embraced Is-
lam when people disbelieved. You fought alongside the Messenger of
Allah fj|when the people betrayed him. You have been stabbed and
shall be martyred and there are no two people to dispute regarding
you, and the Messenger of Allah g|died while he was pleased with
you.’ ‘Umar told him to repeat his words and so Ibn ‘Abbas repeated
them. ‘Umar %, then said, ‘The deceived is he who would rely on your
comforting words. By Allah, if I had all the things upon which the sun
rises and sets, I would have ransomed myself with it from the torment
of resurrection.’”
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56 He is ‘Amir ibn Sharahil al-Sha‘b!—a thiqah narrator who was a famous
and esteemed jurist. However, he used to quote 'Umar % second-hand as in
this narration for he never met the latter. He passed away during the year 103H.
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. £-USLJ \ Jji ^It was narrated to us by Ahmad ibn Muhammad57 [...] that Sulayman
ibn Yassar58 said, “When 'Umar ibn al-Khattab %> was nearing death,
Mughlrah ibn Shucbah went to him and said, ‘O Leader of the Faith-
ful Believers, rejoice as Paradise waits for you’ He replied, ‘O son of
al-Mughlrah’s mother! And how would you know? By Him in whose
hand is my soul, if I possessed everything that is between the east and
the west, I would have ransomed myself with it from the torment of
resurrection.’”
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The Final Words of Uthman ibn Affan59^
57 He is Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad al-Basri—famously known as Ibn
al-A'rabl—a scholar, hafiz and an ascetic. He was the teacher at the Haram in
Makkah and he also authored books. He passed away in Makkah during the
year 340H.
58 He is Sulayman ibn Yassar al-Hilall a trusted narrator and one of the major
seven jurists of Madinah. However, he never met 'Umar ibn al-Khattab <$,. He
passed away during the year 107H.
59 He is 'Uthman ibn ' Affan, the Leader of the Faithful, the third Rightly-Guid-
ed Caliph and one of the ten people promised Paradise. He was known as Dhul
Nurayn for he married two of the Prophets daughters. He was one of the first
people who embraced Islam during the early stage. He readied the army of
al- ' Usrah with his wealth, may Allah be pleased with him. Many conquests were
made during his lifetime. He compiled the Qur’an into a single book, made
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It was narrated to us by Ahmad ibn Ja‘far [...] that al-‘Ala ibn al-Fadl60

narrated on the authority of his father that he said, “When ‘Uthman
ibn ‘Affan% was killed, his storage was searched and a locked box
was found. It was opened and there was another container which con-
tained a piece of paper which had these words on it, ‘This is the final
bequest of Uthman ibn Affan. I commence with the name of Allah,
the Most Merciful, the Especially Merciful. Uthman ibn ‘Affan bears
witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the Abso-
lute who has no partners, and that Muhammad is His Messenger||.
I bear witness that Paradise is true, Hell is true and that Allah shall
resurrect all those in the grave on the Day about which there is no
doubt. Verily Allah does not break His promise. I live and die upon it
and I shall be resurrected upon it with the will of Allah, the Most High

% -

copies and distributed them worldwide. He died as a martyr in Madlnah during
the year 35H. The door of trials and chaos was thrown wide open after he was
killed %. And Allah’s help is sought.
60 He is al-‘Ala ibn al-Fadl ibn cAbd al-Malik al-Basri who was a da ‘^narrator,
as mentioned by al-Hafiz ibn Hajar in al-Taqrib.
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The Final Words of All ibn Abi Talib61
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61 He is Abu al-Hasan 'All ibn Abi Talib al-Qurayshi al-Hashiml i%, Chief of
the Faithful and the fourth Rightly-Guided Caliph. He was one of the ten people
promised Paradise. He was the cousin of the Prophet 0 and his son-in-law as
well as he wed the Prophets daughter, Fatimah $$>. He was the first boy to em-
brace Islam. Some disturbing trials occurred amongst the Muslims during the
time of his rule, which stemmed from the killing of 'Uthman %. He was killed
as a martyr, dying from his ailment in Kufah on the 17th of Ramadan, 40H. The
place where he was buried is unknown. See Shadharat al-Dhahab by Ibn al-
‘Imad (1/221-227).

40



The Final Words of the Scholars at the Onset of Death

It was narrated to us by Abu ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad62 [...] that al-Sha‘bI
said, “When ‘All ibn Abi Talib % was struck with the fatal blow, he
said, ‘What has happened to the perpetrator?’ They replied, ‘We have
caught him.’ ‘ AH said, ‘Feed him from my foodstuff and let him drink
from my drinks. If I am to survive I shall pass a judgement on him and
if I am to die, strike him with a single blow and do not go beyond that.’
Then he gave instructions to al-Hasan % to wash his body and not to
use an extravagant shroud saying,‘Indeed I have heard the Messenger
of Allah g§say, ‘Do not be extravagant in shrouding (i.e. do not spend
too much money on it) for it will decay quickly.’63

He said, ‘Bring me [to the cemetery] at a walking pace. Do not hurry
nor go very slowly. If I am to receive goodness, you have expedited it
for me and if evil awaits me, then you have lifted the burden off your
shoulders.”

ooo

62 He is 'Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Rabi'ah—the known judge. He is the au-
thors father. He was one of the jurists and hadlth scholars, he was considered by
al-Khatib al-Baghdadl to be a narrator who could not be trusted.
63 Reported by Abu Dawud in his Sunan (3154) in the Book of Funerals, Chap-
ter: The disapproval of using an elaborate shroud. The isnad is da‘If as there
appears within it 'Amr ibn Hashim who was layin al-hadith (lit. soft in hadlth.
This is considered to be the lightest form of jarh,and the narrators reports are
accepted for analysis) as mentioned by al-Hafiz ibn Hajar in al-Taqrib and Tah-
dhxb al-Tahdhib (5/68). Al-Daraqutnl said in his book al- 'Ilal, “Al-Sha 'bi did
not hear from 'All anything except one hadlth that no one else heard.” It appears
as if he was referring to the hadlth which al-Bukhari documented in his Sahih
where 'All said after he stoned an adulteress: “I stoned her according to the
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah, #”
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The Final Words of Fatimah bint Rasulillah f§|
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn }a‘far al-Samiri [...] that
Muhammad ibn ‘Uqayl64 said, “When death approached Fatimah
(may Allah be pleased with her), she asked to have water with which
she washed herself. She asked for embalming scent and applied it on
herself. Then, she asked for her shroud and dressed in it. She then
said, Tf I die, do not move me.51said, ‘Do you know of anyone having
done this before her?’ Muhammad said, ‘Yes. Kathlr ibn ‘Abbas ^%.65

He wrote on the edge of his shroud, ‘Kathlr ibn ‘Abbas bears witness
that there is none worthy of worship except Allah and that Muham-
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64 He is ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘ Uqayl. His mother was Zaynab al-
Sughra, the daughter of ‘ All i%>. He is a suduq (truthful narrator) but he was
layin al-hadith. It is said that his state changed towards the end of his life. He
died after the year 140H. He never met Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her.
65 He was Kathlr ibn al-‘Abbas ibn ‘ Abd al-Muttalib, the Prophets cousin. His
mother was Umm Walad. He was a young Companion who died in Madlnah.
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Abu Sulayman (i.e. Ibn Zabr, the author) said, “This hadlth has no
basis and the correct version by Allah’s guidance is, ‘Abu al-Hasan
Ahmad ibn ‘Umayr said that [...] ’Asma bint ‘Umays narrated that
Fatimah bint Rasulillah instructed that her husband ‘All ibn Abi
Talib% wash her after she passes away. ‘All and * Asma bint ‘Umays
washed her body.”66
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The Final Words of Salman al-Farisi67 i%,

66 The chain of narration is da‘If This hadlth was reported by al-Daraqutni in
his Sunan (2/77) in the Book of Funerals, Chapter: Prayer upon the grave (12).
Al-ShawkanI and others insisted that the isnad is hasan. I say: This hadlth is
evidence that the husband can wash the corpse of his wife and they can each
instruct that the other wash their body. This is because there is no prohibition
for this practice. In fact, the hadlth proves that it is permissible.
67 He is Abu ‘Abdullah, Salman al-Farisi. He was also known as Salman ibn
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It was narrated to us by my father ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad [...]68 that
al-Sha‘bI69 said, “When death approached Salman, he told the fe-
male house-owner, ‘Bring me that which I have hidden with you.’She
brought him a small bag in which there was some musk. He said to
her, ‘Bring me a bowl of water,’ which she brought. He threw the musk
into the bowl and stirred it and then asked her to spray it around him.
Then he said, ‘There are creations from the creation of Allah §& who
will visit me who can smell the fragrance but they do not consume
food.’ So she did as instructed. Salman said, ‘Leave me and close the

C-iS^ 1

al-Islam and Salman al-Khayr. He lived for two hundred and fifty years. [Edi-
tor:] This is often reported to be the case although there is another report stating
that he lived for three hundred and fifty years. However, al-Dhahabi objected to
this and argued that there is no evidence to support this claim except the state-
ment of al-Bahranl which has no chain of narrators, and he likely lived about
eighty years only as indicated by other reports. The first battle he took part in
was the Battle of Khandaq. He died in Madinah in 36H.
68 The narrator Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Jabbar ibn Muhammad is da ‘if as stated by
al-Hafiz ibn Hajar in al-Taqrib.
69 He is ‘Amir ibn Sharahil al-Sha‘bI who was a thiqah narrator and a well
esteemed jurist.
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door as you leave.’ She did as he instructed and stayed for a while be-
fore she went back to check on him and found him to be deceased%!y
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It was narrated to us by ‘Abdullah ibn Sulayman ibn al-’Ash 'ath71

[...] that Isma‘11 ibn Muhammad72 narrated: “Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas
instructed while he was suffering from the illness from which he died:
‘Make me a lahd (vault built into the lateral wall at the bottom of the
grave) and cover it with bricks, as you did with the grave of the Mes-
70 He is Sa‘d ibn Malik, Abu Ishaq—one of the ten promised Paradise. He was
the first person to shoot an arrow in the path of Allah. He took part in many
battles along with the Prophet H, he was a horseman for Islam. He % died in
55H, his funeral prayer was performed in Madinah and he was buried in the
cemetery of Baqi‘.
71 He is Abu Bakr, ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Dawud and was born in al-Sijistan. He
travelled with his father and learnt from his fathers teachers such that he be-
came the imam of the people of Iraq during his time. He was a great hafiz and
passed away in 316H, may Allah have mercy upon him.
72 He is Isma‘ll ibn Muhammad ibn Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas al-Zuhrl al-Madanl
Abu Muhammad. He was a thiqah narrator and a great figure.
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It was narrated to us by my father 'Abdullah that [...] al-Zuhri73 said,
“When death approached Sacd ibn Abl Waqqas, he asked for a wool-
len cloak to be made. He said, ‘Shroud me in it for I fought the dis-
believers in the Battle of Badr whilst wearing it. I kept it for this day.”5
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The Final Words of Mu‘adh ibn Jabal74%>
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73 He is Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn ‘ Ubaydallah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Shihab
al-Zuhri Abu Bakr. He was a/zgh scholar and a hd^iz, the Ummah have agreed
upon his greatness.
74 He is Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman, Mu'adh ibn Jabal al-Ansari, one of the famous
reciters of the Qur’an and amongst the most knowledgeable regarding what is
permissible and prohibited. He resembled the Prophet Ibrahim He ^ died
as a martyr as a result of a plague infection in 18H when he was just under the
age of forty years, during the Caliphate of ' Umar ibn al-Khattab
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Ja'far that [...] al-Qasim75

said, “When death approached Mu'adh, the people came to be in his
company. He said, ‘O people! Do not be in my company. Listen to
what I have to say. If you knew the extent of the mercy of Allah, all of
you would rely on it and if you knew the extent of His punishment,
you would realise that none can benefit you besides Him. There is not
a person who believes in three things before his death except that he
enters Paradise: Believing in Allah and knowing intrinsically that
He is the truth, believing in the Resurrection and believing in all that
which the Messengers of Allah came with. There is not a person who
prays four rak 'at of voluntary prayer after the obligatory prayers ex-
cept that no sin of his will be recorded until the sun sets.’”76
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The Final Words of Abu Umamah Al-Bahili Sudayyi ibn
‘ Ajlan77 i§s,

75 He is al-Qasim ibn Abl Bazzah al-Makkl who was a thiqah narrator. Howev-
er, he never met Mu 'adh ibn Jabal %.
76 The chain of narration has weakness and it is broken.
77 He is Suday ibn ‘Ajlan, Abu Umamah al-Bahill #>; he was more commonly
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. *1> Jl ilJl :36 ?JJl 3i>l P 36 , AUI 3P3 C :343 3& ,^It was narrated to us by my father, ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad [...] that
Sa‘Id al-Azadl78 said: “I was with Abu Umamah when he was on his
deathbed, and he told me, ‘O Sa‘Id, once I die, do with me exactly
what the Messenger of Allah has instructed us to do; he said to us,
‘When one of your brothers dies and you scatter dirt on top of him,
let a man stand at the position of his head and say, ‘O so and so son of

referred to by his kunyah. He died at the age of one hundred and six during the
year 86H. There is an authentic report that he stated that the Prophet died at the
age of sixty three.
78 Sa‘ld al-Azadl is an unknown narrator. See al~Jarh wa al-Ta ‘dll (4/76) by Ibn
Abl Hatim.
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[female] so and so!’ The deceased can hear but cannot reply. Let him
then say, ‘O so and so son of [female] so and so!’The deceased will sit
up. Then, let him say, ‘0 so and so son of [female] so and so!’ As then
the deceased will say, ‘Guide me, may Allah have mercy on you upon
you.’Then he should say, ‘Say that which you were upon in this world;
bearing witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah and
Muhammad is His messenger, and that you were pleased with Allah
& as your Lord, Muhammad H as your prophet and Islam as your
religion.’ As soon as one says this, one of the two angels Munkar and
Nakir will hold the hand of the other angel and say, ‘Let’s leave this
man alone! There is nothing we can do now that he has been prompt-
ed with his answers. However, Allah will suffice him against them.’
A man said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what if one does not know his
mother?’ He H replied, ‘He shall be addressed as the son of Eve.””79
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79 The chain of narration is da‘if. This hadlth was mentioned by al-Hafiz
al-Haythami in Mujma‘ al-ZawaJid (3/45). It was declared to be da‘if by al-
Hafiz al-‘Iraqi in Takhrij al-lhya (4/430). Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah said in Zad
al-Ma‘ad (1/523) that it is not correct to raise it to the Prophet fH.
80 He is ‘Ubadah ibn al-Samit ibn Qays al-Ansarl, Abu al-Walld the great
Companion. He took part in the Pledge of Aqabah and the Battle of Badr as well
as all of the other battles. He witnessed the conquest of Egypt and was the first
grand judge of Palestine. He died in Ramlah or Bayt al-Maqdis in 34H.
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It was narrated to us by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad al-A'rabl81

[ . . . ]82 that ‘ Ubadah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ubadah83 ibn al-Samit said,
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81 He is the shaykh of the Haram of Makkah, the hafiz, the ascetic, famously
referred to as Ibn al-A ‘ rabI Abu Sa‘id. He passed away during the year 340H
in Makkah. He must be differentiated from Ibn al-A' rabl al-LughawI (Muham-
mad ibn Ziyad) Abu 'Abdullah who was from the people of Kufah and passed
away during the year 23lH in Samara.
82 There is a narrator in this chain of narration named 'Isa ibn Sinan al-Hanafi,
Abu Sinan al-Filastmi, he is layin al-hadith (see footnote 63 for the definition of
this term), as mentioned by al-Hafiz ibn Hajar in al-Taqrib.
83 Perhaps he is 'Ubadah ibn al-Walld ibn 'Ubadah ibn al-Samit the grandson
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“When 'Ubadah ibn al-Samit was approaching death, he said, ‘Bring
my bed to the reception area of the house and gather all my depen-
dents, servants and neighbours and those who used to visit me.5 When
they were gathered, he said, ‘1 do not see this day except that it would
be the last day for me in this world and my first night in the Hereafter.
Perhaps in a slip of the tongue or an accidental action, I might have
said something cruel or did something bad to one of you. By the One
in whose hands 'Ubadah’s soul is, qisds (retribution) is on the Day of
Judgement. I compel everyone to seek redress if anyone of you has
been harmed by me before my soul departs.’ They said, ‘On the con-
trary, you were a father and a teacher, who has not said a bad thing to
any of his servants.’ He said, ‘Have you all forgiven me for whatever
I have done?’ They replied, ‘Yes.’ He said, ‘O Allah! Bear witness.’ He
then added, ‘Now memorise my final testament:

I compel each and every one of you not to cry when my soul departs.
Once my soul departs my body, perform ablution and do it well
and then each one of you should go to into a masjid and pray and
seek forgiveness for me and for your own self. Verily, Allah|b, said:
{Seek help through patience and prayer.}84 Then you should pro-
ceed quickly with me to my grave and let not flames of fire follow my
funeral procession, and do not apply the Tyrian purple dye on me.”85
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of 'Ubadah ibn al-Samit, as there is no person by this specific name who narrat-
ed ahadlth.And Allah knows best.
84 Al-Baqarah: 45
85 This is mentioned in the original manuscript but is an error. Perhaps the
correct phrase should be, “and do not place beneath me irjiwan? The isnad of
this narration is da Tf
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:J\yu J :3^ Vŷ - J j l o l c-JlST C££ ^ SSUP

> a J$S p& fcj> iUI^j3 i)Sf , SUI Jt $5 u
<>]~>- 3rJ_>' o' (J •
* * ' «

» *: \ ~ u - *V ' V "lr-J ^J*^ O^J ’ d Ĵ cP“J
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Qasim ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-
Baghawi86 [...] that ‘Abd al-Wahid ibn Sulaym al-Basrl87 said, “I heard
Ata ibn Abl Rabah say, ‘1 asked the son of ‘Ubadah ibn al-Samit88:

‘What was the final testament of your father on his deathbed?’ He re-
plied, ‘He began to say, ‘O son, fear Allah and know that you cannot
fear Him and will not perceive the knowledge of it until you worship
Allah alone and until you believe in the pre-destination whether it
be good or bad.’ I said, ‘O father, how can I believe in pre-destination
be it good or bad?’ He replied, ‘Know that whatever afflicts you could
not have bypassed you and that which bypassed you cannot afflict
you. If you were to die in a belief other than this, you will indeed enter

86 He was originally from Baghdad. He was a great hdfiz and scholar and many
of those who have narrated authentic ahadlth such as al-Isma'ili, al-Burqani and
al-Daraqutnl vouch for his credibility and reported from him in their books. He
lived to an old age of one hundred and three years. Towards the end of his life,
some people envied him so they tried to discredit him but none of what they
said affected his credibility. He passed away during the year 317H.
87 He is ‘Abd al-Wahid ibn Sulaym al-Maliki al-Basrl who was a da ‘zfnarrator
as mentioned by al-Hafiz ibn Hajar in al-Taqrtb.
88 If Ibn ‘Ubadah is mentioned, it refers to al-Walld ibn ‘ Ubadah ibn al-Samit.
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Hell. I heard the Messenger of Allah g|say, ‘The first thing created
by Allah was the pen. Allah 4§s addressed it saying: ‘Write!’ It asked,
‘What do I write?’ Allah 4fc said, ‘Pre-destination.’ In that hour, all that
was and that shall be until eternity was written down.’””89
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89 This hadith was also narrated by Ahmad (5/317), Abu Dawud (4700), al-Tir-
midhl (2156) and al-Bayhaql in al-Asmd wa al-Sifat (271). This hadith is sahih
and serves as a refutation of the view that the first thing created was the light of
the Prophet Muhammad||.
90 He is 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud al-Hadhall Abu 'Abd al-Rahman, one of the
Companions of eminence, in terms of nobility and intellect. He was from the
people of Makkah. He was from the first people who embraced Islam and the
first one to recite the Qur’an openly in Makkah. He was a short and thin man
but had a great capacity for knowledge as mentioned by 'Umar ibn al-Khattab
%.He passed away in the city of Madlnah during the year 32H.
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It was narrated to us by al-Hasan ibn Ahmad Ghatafan [...]91 that al-
Sha'bl92 said, “When 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud was approaching death,
he called for his son and said, ‘O 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Abdillah ibn
Mas'ud, I instruct you to hold fast to five characteristics, so preserve
this from me: (i) Show people you have no hope for what they have—
for that makes you self-contented, (ii) Refrain from asking people to
fulfil your needs—for it is akin to poverty, (iii) Leave off doing or say-
ing things for which you need to apologise, (iv) If it is possible that
you can conduct yourself better than yesterday, do it and (v) when
you pray, pray as if it is the prayer of one bidding farewell and there is
no prayer to be performed again.’”93
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91 There is a narrator in this chain of narration named Salim ibn Salih al-Razi,
al-Hafiz al-Dhahabl and Abu Hatim said regarding him that they did not know
who he was.
92 He is ‘Amir ibn Sharahll al-Sha‘bI. He narrated second-hand from Ibn
Mas'ud. He died in 103H whereas 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud passed away in 32H.
93 This incident has a da‘if and broken isnad. However, a hadith graded as
marfu ' (elevated) has similar content: ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab *§&

said that a man came to the Prophet H and asked, “O Messenger of Allah, teach
me something but make it concise.” He H said, “When you stand to pray, pray
like a man bidding farewell as if you see Allah, and if you are not conscious of
Allah then know He watches you. Give up hope for what other people have and
you will live like a rich person. Do not say or do anything for which you will
have to apologise ” This hadith was reported by al-Tabaranl and others and is
graded as hasan.See Mujma ‘ al-Zawa 5id (10/229).
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It was narrated to us by 4 Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Abdillah ibn al-Muqrl
[...] that Qays95 said, “We visited Khabbab after he had been cauter-
ised in seven places [as a means of treatment]. He said, ‘Had the Mes-
senger of Allah||not prohibited us from longing for death, I would
have prayed for it. My companions who have died have departed this
world without having enjoyed the pleasures of the world (as a result of
their good deeds) while we have amassed wealth exceeding our needs
for which there is no place to keep except in the earth (building hous-
es etc.). There is a reward in store for a Muslim in respect of every-
thing on which he spends except for something he places in the earth

94 He is Khabbab ibn al-Aratt ibn Jandalah, also known as Abu 'Abdullah. He
was from the early people to embrace Islam and was the first to make man-
ifest that he had embraced Islam. He was severely tortured because of it but
remained patient until the migration to Madlnah. He took part in all the battles
and later in life settled in Kufah where he died in the year 37H.
95 He was Qays ibn Abl Hazim al-Bajali, Abu 'Abdillah al-Kufi.
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(i.e. something exceeding our needs or essentials).’>”96
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.yrjJ (*$1 ift 3? 3J<r as tfjj^ £fi!^ ,

AxjOj

96 His saying: “There is a reward in store for a Muslim in respect of everything
on which he spends except for something he places in the earth,” is a quote from
an authentic hadith he narrated from the Messenger of Allah|f|. It was reported
by al-Tirmidhl (2485).
97 He is Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman; al-Yaman refers to the country Yemen. He
(i.e. his father) was given this ascription because he killed a person from his
hometown and then he had fled and came to Madlnah where he was sheltered
by ‘Abd al-Ashhal from the Ansar. They gave him the title for they were from
Yemen. Hudhayfah and his father embraced Islam and migrated to the Mes-
senger of Allah Both of them took part in the Battle of Uhud where his
father was martyred. The Muslim army killed him by mistake and Hudhayfah
was offered the compensation of blood money for it. Hudhayfah was the only
Companion to whom the Prophet f§ mentioned the names of the hypocrites.
He was also one of those who used to ask the Prophet many questions regarding
the tribulations that were to afflict them so as to find means to avoid them. He
died in Mada’in during the year 36H, forty days after the murder of ‘Uthman
i%>.He did not live to witness the incident of al-Jamal.
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It was narrated to us by Abu 'Abdullah, Muhammad ibn Yusuf98 [...]
that Jundub ibn 'Abdillah al-Bajall said, “When Hudhayfah was ap-
proaching death, he said, ‘The beloved (death) has arrived when it is
much needed; whoever regrets wishing its presence will not succeed.
Before today I used to be afraid [of death] but now I long for it”’
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It was narrated to us by Fayyad ibn al-Qasim [...] that al-Nazzal re-
ported Ibn Mas'ud as saying, “Hudhayfah lost consciousness at the
beginning of the night and then when he regained consciousness said,
‘O Ibn Mas'ud, Which part of the night is it now?’ I replied that it
was the last sixth part of the night. Hudhayfah said, ‘I seek protection
from Allah from Hell’—he repeated this twice or thrice—‘buy me
two robes but do not buy me expensive ones. Verily, if Allah is pleased
with me then I would be better than the two robes, otherwise, they
will decay quickly.’

98 He is Muhammad ibn Yusuf ibn Bishr. He was a hafiz, a thiqah narrator and
a jurist.
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It was narrated to us by my father" [...] that Sufyan ibn 'Uyaynah
said, “Harun al-Madanl said, ‘When death approached Hudhayfah%
he said, ‘O death! Press as much as you like, and lash your saddle. My
heart refuses except to love you. A relaxed life comes after you. The
beloved (death) has arrived when it is much needed; whoever regrets
wishing its presence will not succeed. I know what awaits me. Praise
be to Allah who has saved me from the tribulation and its leaders and
supporters.””
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The Final Words of Abi Bakrah Nufay‘100 iffe

99 The father of the author: 'Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Rabi'ah. He is not a
thiqah narrator, as mentioned previously.
100 He is Abu Bakrah, Naff ibn al-Harith who was also known as Ibn Masruh,
one of the noblest of the Companions. He descended from the fortress of Ta’if
using a winch (bakarah) to join the Prophet #. Hence, he became known as
Abu Bakrah. He lived and passed away in Basrah during the year 51H.
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It was narrated to us by Muslim ibn ‘Isa101 that [...] al-Hasan102 said,
“When the pangs of death entered upon Abu Bakrah he told us,‘Write
down my final testament’ So the writer penned the words: ‘This is
the final testament of Abu Bakrah, the Companion of the Messenger
of Allah I!.’ But Abu Bakrah objected and said, ‘Why use my nick-
name when it is not clear that I am close to death? Remove the parts
you have written and write down the following: This is what Nufayc
al-Habashl, the mawla (freed slave) of the Messenger of Allah has in-
structed [upon his passing], as he testifies that Allah the Most High
is his Lord, Muhammad is his Prophet H, Islam is his religion, the
Ka'bah is his qiblah, and that he hopes from Allah the Most High

31 ,

101 He is Muslim ibn Tsa al-Saffar, who al-Daraqutni classified as matruk
(someone whose narrations of ahadlth are rejected), as mentioned by al-Dha-
habl in Mizan aUVtidal (3/106).
102 He is al-Hasan al-Basri, the TabiT, may Allah have mercy upon him. His
name is al-Hasan ibn Yasar, Abu SaYd. He was the imam of Ahl al-Basrah, and
he passed away in Basrah during the year 110H.
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what is hoped by those who acknowledge His Oneness, who assert
His Lordship, who are certain of His promises and threats, who are
fearful (kha 'if ) of His punishment (‘adhab), and afraid (mushfiq) of
His penalties ( caqab), who are in hope of His mercy, verily He is the
Most Merciful””
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The Final Words of Abi al-Darda Uwaymir103
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103 He is Abu Darda ‘Uwaymir—and there is a difference of opinion regarding
the name of his father and grandfather—al-Ansari al-Khazarjl. He accepted Is-
lam on the day of Badr and he witnessed Uhud and displayed bravery during it.
He was appointed by Mu‘awiyah as the judge of Damascus during the Caliphate
of ‘Umar %.He passed away during the Caliphate of ‘Uthman %.
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman that [...]
Abl Idris al-Khawlanl105 said, “Abu al-Darda was stricken by the ill-
ness from which he died. As his house could not accommodate the
large number of visitors, he was moved to a Christian church, and
then people started to enter upon him one group after another. Abu
Idris visited Abl al-Darda and found him in his last breaths, so he
walked through people until he sat next to his head. Abu Idris said,
‘ Allahu akbar, allahu akbarl and he repeated this a few times. Then
Abu al-Darda raised his head and stated, Tf Allah ordains a matter,
He likes [people] to be pleased with it.’ Then he said, ‘Would not an
individual perform [good deeds] in preparation for the similitude of
this demise that is afflicting me? Would not an individual perform
[good deeds] in preparation for the similitude of this moment that I
find myself in?’ Then his appointed time came.”

104
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104 There is a narrator in this chain of narration named Salih ibn Bishr, al-Dha-
habl said in al-Mughmft al-Du ‘afa, “I do not know who he is.”
105 He is ‘Aidhallah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr al-Khawlanl Abu Idris, a Tabi‘1
and a faqih. He was the preacher and soft-heartening story teller of Damas-
cus during the Caliphate of ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, then ‘Abd al-Malik
appointed him as the judge of Damascus. He passed away during the year 80H,
may Allah have mercy upon him.
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It was narrated to us by my father106 [...] on the authority of Ismail
ibn Ubaydallah ibn Abl al-Muhajir that, “When Abu al-Darda en-
tered the pangs of death he said, ‘Would one perform [good deeds]
in preparation for the similitude of the lying place I find myself in?
Would one perform [good deeds] for the similitude of this moment I
find myself in?’ His son Bilal ibn Abl al-Darda then approached and
he said to him, ‘leave me’ and subsequently recited: {And We will
turn away their hearts and their eyes ...}107 Repeating his statement,
‘Would one perform [good deeds] in preparation for the similitude of
the lying place I find myself in? Would one perform [good deeds] for
the similitude of this moment I find myself in?’ Until his appointed
time came ”
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The Final Words of Abi Hurayrah108^
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106 He is al-Qadl ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Rabfah ibn Zabr, the father of the
author. He was from the scholars offiqh and hadlth who narrated reports that
no other narrator reported.
107 Al-An 'am: 110
108 He is ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Sakhr al-Dus!al-Yamanl, the master of the
huffaz. He accepted Islam during the year 7H. He was a major Companion and
was extremely knowledgeable. He passed away during the year 59H.
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn al-Fayd109 [...] on the au-
thority of cAbd al-Rahman ibn Mihran110 that Abu FJurayrah’s final
instruction upon his death was, “Do not install a tent over my grave
or follow my funeral procession with torches. Rather make my mat-
ter quick, make it quick for I heard the Messenger of Allah H state,
‘When the believer is laid upon the bed he says, ‘Take me forth,’
whereas when the disbeliever is laid upon the bed he says, ‘Woe to
me! Where are you taking me forth?””’111
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109 He is Abu al-Hasan Muhammad ibn al-Fayd ibn Muhammad al-Ghasani
al-Dimashql.
110 He is ‘ Abd al-Rahman ibn Mihran al-Madanl.
111 Sahih.Collected by Ahmad in al-Musnad (2/292 and 500), al-Nasa’I (4/40-
41) and Ibn Hibban in his Sahih (764).
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Ja 'far ibn Fallas112 [...] on
the authority of Hammam113 that, “When death approached Abu Hu-
rayrah he began to cry. It was said to him, ‘What has caused you to
cry O Abu Hurayrah?’ He replied, ‘The brevity of good deeds and the
remoteness of success, and knowing that the end is either Jannah or
the Fire.’”
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The Final Words of Qays ibn ‘Asim114 '%>
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112 He is Muhammad ibn Ja 'far ibn Muhammad ibn Hisham ibn Fallas. There
is a mistake in how his name is spelt in the original Arabic manuscript, where a
mim is inserted instead of the fa of “Fallas”
113 He is Hammam ibn Manabbah ibn Kamil al-San'anl, the brother of Wahb
ibn Manabbah. He is a thiqah narrator and he narrated from Abl Hurayrah.
114 He is the Companion Qays ibn ‘Asim ibn Sinan al-Taymi al-Sa‘di al-Min-
qirl, Abu ‘All. He abstained from alcohol during the times of ignorance. He was
part of the delegation of Bani Tamlm to the Prophet H in 9H and he accepted
Islam then. When the Prophet fH saw him he said, “This is the master of the
people of the desert, he is a chief, generous, intelligent, patient, and a role mod-
el.” He moved to Basrah and built an abode within it, passing away there.

64



The Final Words of the Scholars at the Onset of Death

'-y \ y % * o * o'.*

lU'
<131 b CJJJAJI ^ ^
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It was narrated to us by ‘Abdullah ibn al-Husayn ibn Jumu‘ah [ ]115

on the authority of al-Hasan ibn Abl al-Hasan116 that: “When death
approached Qays ibn ‘Asim he called for his sons and said, ‘O my
sons, take this from me for there is not a sincerer advisor to you than
me. After I die, choose as your leader the esteemed competent among
you, and do not make as a leader the novice —Ibn Jumu‘ah reported
in a different version choose as your leader the oldest of you and do
not make as a leader the youngest so people do not look down upon
your eldest and not take you seriously. Upon you is to have wealth and
cultivate it, for it makes the generous reputable and makes one inde-
pendent from the vile people. Avoid asking the people [for money]
for it is the last source of mans earning.’—Ibn Jumu‘ah reported in a
different version:‘If a person begs for money, he will give up working
to earn income’—They agreed with this—‘When I die, enshroud me
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115 There are a number of weak narrators here.
116 He is al-Hasan al-Basri the Tabi‘1.
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in the garment in which I prayed and fasted, and do not wail over me.
[Continued below.]
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For I heard the Messenger of Allah §H [speak about this] (and Ibn Ju-
mu'ah said, “The Messenger of Allah prohibited this.”117). Bury me in
a place not known by anyone, for I had committed offensive activities
against the people of Bakr ibn Wa'il during the times of pre-Islam.”’
This is the end of the narration of Ibn Jumu'ah. Ibn Man!’118 added,
“And I fear that they may use it against you now after Islam and de-
spoil your religion.”
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The Final Words of Abi Musa Abdillah ibn Qays al-

117 An example being the narration collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim in the
Sahihayn on the authority of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab that the Messenger of
Allah|§ said, “The deceased is punished in his grave by the wailing of people
over him”
118 He is Ahmad ibn Manf ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman Abu Ja'far al-BaghawI who
lived in Baghdad. He was ruled to be a thiqah (trustworthy) narrator by al-Hafiz.
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119 He is 'Abdullah ibn Qays ibn Sulaym ibn Haddar ibn Harb ibn al-Ash'ar.
The latter (al-Ash 'ar which means the hairy) is a nickname that was given to
him because he was born with hair on his body. He was a major imam, a Com-
panion of the Messenger of Allah H, from the tribe of Tamlm, the faqih (jurist)
and the qdrt (Qur’an reciter). He read the Qur’an to the Prophet H, and he read
it to the people of Basrah and educated them regarding their religion. He was
employed by the Prophet [in the governance of] Yemen, and he was the 'amir of
Kufah for 'Umar %. He went on expeditions and fought alongside the Prophet
and he yielded a great amount of knowledge from him g|. He was from the best
of people in regard to recitation of the Qur’an. He passed away in Kufah, it was
said that his death took place in Makkah, in 50H and there are other opinions
regarding the date.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] on the authority of al-Dahhak
ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman120 that, “When death approached Abu Musa he
called his children and said, ‘Go and dig for me a pit and deepen it for
having deep graves has always been recommended.’ So they went and
did so, and upon their return they informed him of its completion. He
then said to them, ‘Sit with me. By the One who holds my soul in His
Hands, there is one of two abodes [that may follow], (i) It maybe that
my grave is made spacious until every angle reaches four arm lengths.
One of the gates of Jannah will be opened for me and I will be able to
see my abode there and my spouses. Displayed to me will be what Al-
lah has prepared for me of bliss. I will know my place in Paradise more
than I can find my way to my home in this life. The scent of Jannah
and its fragrances will linger with me until I am resurrected, (ii) If it
is the second one, then my grave will tighten around me until my ribs
will overlap so that it becomes tighter than [such and such]. A gate
of Jahannam will be opened for me and I will see my seat therein and
what Allah has prepared for me of chains, shackles and companions
[the like of me]. The scent of its scorching fire and water will linger
with me until I am resurrected.’”
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The Final Words of Dawud ibn Abi Hind—and the Name

120 He is al-Dhahhak ibn 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Arzab. He was a thiqah narra-
tor.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Hammad122 said, “In the
name of Allah the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent, this is the final
testament of Dawud ibn Abl Hind:1instruct you to fear Allah % and
mind the obligation of obeying Him and His Messenger, and having
contentment with His decrees and acceding to His orders. I instruct
[those who will live after me] with that which Ya'qub instructed his
sons: {“O my sons, indeed Allah has chosen for you this religion, so
do not die except while you are Muslims.”}123 [I,] Dawud, believe in
that which Allah and His angels testified, that there is no deity worthy
of being worshipped besides Allah and that Muhammad is His slave
and messenger, and in the Jannah, Fire and al-qadr (pre-ordainment)

121 He is Dawud ibn Abl Hind ibn ‘Udhafir. He was a thiqah and precise narra-
tor; however he suffered from wahm (unintentional mistakes) during the latter
stage of his life.
122 He is Hammad ibn Yazld ibn Dirham al-Azdl al-Jahdaml Abu Isma'll al-
Basrl. He was a thiqah narrator and a faqih.
123 Al-Baqarah: 132

69



Wasaya al- ‘Ulama 'inda Hudur al-Mawt

in its entirety. Upon this I have lived, and upon this I have died by the
Will of Allah.”
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The Final Words of Abdullah ibn ‘Umar124 $§§,
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Sacid ibn Jubayr125 said,
“When Ibn ‘Umar approached the throes of death he stated, ‘There
is nothing that I would miss from this world except three: The thirst
during hot days due to fasting, staying awake at night praying, and
that I could not fight this band of transgressors that have descended
upon us, i.e. [the troops of ] al-Hajjaj.’”
124 He is ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab al- ‘AdawI al-Qurayshi gg*, the
Companion, ascetic and scholar. He migrated alongside his father and he wit-
nessed al-Khandaq (the Battle of the Trench) and the battles after it with the
Prophet He was extremely keen in following the narrations of the Messenger
of Allah H; he has 1630 hadiths on the authority of the Prophet. He witnessed
the Conquest of Makkah. He delivered Islamic fatawah for sixty years. He lost
his eyesight towards the end of his life and he was the last Companion to die in
Makkah al-Mukarrimah during the year 73H.
125 He is SaTd ibn Jubayr al-Asadl, the free slave of BanI Asad, al-Kufi al-Tabi‘1.
He was a thiqah narrator and a faqih.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Raqabah ibn Masqalah
126 He is al-Hasan ibn ‘All ibn ‘Abi Talib al-Hashiml Abu Muhammad the
grandson of the Messenger of Allah H and a cause of joy to him. He was the
leader of the believers. His year of birth was 3H. He narrated many ahadlth
that he memorised from the Prophet f§|. From them is the hadlth of the qunut
in witr. He also resembled the Messenger of Allah|§> in appearance. He re-
ceived the Caliphate after the death of his father ‘All% but he stood down from
the position and ceded it to Mu'awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan when he saw that their
armies would soon clash. Through this he suppressed the spilling of Muslim
blood. This year was named the Year of Unification and it was mentioned by the
Messenger of Allah H, “This son of mine is a chief, and Allah may bring peace
between two large groups of Muslims through him.” And it occurred as such.
He passed away in Madlnah al-Munawarrah and he was buried in al-Baqi‘. The
year of his death is differed over, it has been said to be 49H, 50H and other than
them.
127 He is Raqabah ibn Masqalah Abu ‘Abdullah al-Kufi. He was a thiqah nar-
rator and dependable. He passed away during the year 129H.
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said, “When death approached al-Hasan ibn 'All he said,‘Take me out
into the courtyard so that I can contemplate Allah’s creation. When
he was brought out he said, ‘O Allah! I am submitting myself to Your
will (i.e. accepting death), hoping for your reward for there is nothing
dearer to me than myself to give away’ And Allah accepted his wish.”
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The Final Words of Abi Hashim ibn 'Utbah128
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128 He is Abu Hashim ibn ‘Utbah ibn Rabl'ah ibn ‘Abd Shams ibn 'Abd Manaf
al-Qurayshl al-‘AbashamI with the kunyah Abu Sufyan. He was a Companion,
he accepted Islam on the Day of the Conquest of Makkah and he resided in al-
Sham. He was the maternal uncle of Mu'awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan. Abu Hurairah
narrated from him and whenever he would mention him he would say, “He
was a righteous man.” He was the brother of Hudhayfah ibn ‘Utbah through
his father and he was the brother of Mus'ab ibn ‘Amir through his mother.
Mu'awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan visited Abi Hashim ibn ‘Utbah who was ill. Mu'awi-
yah said to him, “O Uncle, what is making you cry? Is it the pain or due to
worldly affairs ?” He replied, “Indeed no, it is because the Messenger of Allah H
gave me some advice upon which I wish I treaded. He # said, ‘[There is a time
that will come when you will see wealth divided amongst the people,] but what
is sufficient for you from the world is a servant and a mount to ride in the path
of Allah.’ That time came to me but I gathered wealth.” He died during the rule
of ‘ Uthman ibn ‘Affan.
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It was narrated to us by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Salamah al-
Tahawi129 [...] that Samurah ibn Sahm130 said, “We visited Abl Hashim
ibn cUtbah when he was stabbed. While we were sitting with him he
cried. It was said to him, ‘Why are you crying?’ Is it because of the
pain or due to being attached to this worldly life, as it is no longer
easy?’ He said: ‘Neither. I am crying because the Messenger of Allah
f§> gave me some advice upon which I wish I treaded. He H said,
‘There is a time that will come when you will see wealth being divided

129 He is al-Imam al-Hafiz Abu Ja'far Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Salamah
ibn Salamah al-Azadl al-Misri al-Tahawi (which is taken from Taha, a village
in Egypt). He studied fiqh at the feet of students of al-Imam al-ShafiT and then
he moved on to the madhab of al-Imam Abi Hanlfah. However, he was not a
blind follower of Abi Hanlfah, or anyone else for that matter. He would adjudge
something to be the preponderant view though it was not something that Abu
Hanlfah stated. He was considered to be a thiqah narrator, very reliable, afaqih
and intelligent. His works are abundant in number and benefit. From them is al-
Aqldah al-Tahawtyah upon which many commentaries have been written by

the scholars. It is a point of reference for learning the creed of the pious prede-
cessors. He passed away during the year 32lH and he was buried in al-Qarafah.
The author stated that, “Abu Ja'far al-Tahawi looked into some of the work I
authored after holding it overnight, and he became impressed. He said to me, ‘O
Abu Sulayman, your ilk are the chemists and we are the doctors’”
130 He is Samurah ibn Sahm al-Qurayshl al-Asadl. He is a majhul (unknown)
narrator. Ibn al-Madinl said, “He is majhul I do not know of anyone who nar-
rates from him besides Abi Wa’il Shaqlq ibn Salamah.” However, Ibn Hibban
included him in his book al-Thiqat.

Oj :

, r'ji' & (U

73



Wasaya al-‘Ulama inda Hudur al-Mawt

amongst the people, but what is sufficient for you from the world is
a servant to use in the path of Allah’ I wish I had followed his advice
[when that time came to me.]”>131
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Jaffar al-Samiri132 [...] on
the authority of al-Hasan [al-Basri] that a man from the first gener-
ation cried when he was on his deathbed. He was asked: “Why are
you crying?” He replied, “By Allah, I do not cry over anything that I
will miss after my departure except three things; the thirst I endured
during long hot days (fasting), the nights I spent prostrating and bow-
ing (night prayers), and the efforts I made in the path of Allah ( jihad )?
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131 Collected by Ahmad (5/290), al-Tirmidhl (2328), Ibn Majah (4103) and
Ibn Hibban in his Sahih (2478). It is a sahlh hadlth. It was reported in a sum-
marised form in al-Musnad of Ahmad (5/360), also see al-Targhib (4/123-124).
132 He is Abu Bakr, Muhammad ibn Ja‘far al-Samiri al-Khara’iti the author
of Makarim al-Akhlaq. He was from the huffaz of hadith and the people of
al-Samarah in Palestine. He passed away in Yafa during the year 327H.
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The Final Words of Imran ibn Husayn133%>
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn cAlI ibn Zayd al-Sayigh134

[...] that Hafs ibn al-Nadr al-Sulami135 said, “It was narrated to me
by Umm Ramlah bint Muhammad ibn ‘Imran ibn Husayn on the
authority of her mother Maryam bint SayghI ibn Farwah that when
death approached ‘Imran ibn Husayn he said, ‘When I die, cover me
on my bed with a turban, and after you return [from my funeral],
slaughter an animal and feed the people.’136

133 He is Abu Nujayd ‘Imran ibn Husayn ibn ‘Ubayd ibn Khalaf al-Khaza‘1. He
accepted Islam during the year of Khaybar. He was the one carrying the banner
of Banu Khaza‘ah during the Conquest of Makkah. He accepted Islam along-
side his father, sister and Abu Hurayrah at the same time. He was sent by ‘ Umar
ibn al-Khattab to Basrah to teach the people. He was from the Companions who
excelled and one of the most knowledgeable of them. Al-Hasan al-Basrl swore
upon the fact that no one more beneficial for the people stepped foot in Basrah.
He was known for being amongst the people whose prayers are answered. He
passed away in Basrah during the year 52H and it was also said 53H, and Allah
knows best.
134 He is Muhammad ibn ‘All al-Sayigh the muhaddith of Makkah during his
era, may Allah have mercy upon him.
135 Al-Dhahabi said in Mizan al-Vtidal (1/569), “He is Hafs ibn al-Nadr the
shaykh of Qutaybah ibn Sa‘ld ibn Jamil. He is trustworthy. Abu Hatim said that
he narrated some rejected (munkar ) hadlths.”
136 It is established in the Sunans of al-Tirmidhl, Abl Dawud, Ibn Majah on the
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The Final Words of AbicAbdillah Amr ibn al- {As137
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authority of 'Abdullah ibn Ja'far ibn Abi Talib, “When the news of Ja'far ibn
Abi Talib’s death was announced, the Prophet H said, ‘Make food for the family
of Ja'far because what has befallen them is keeping them preoccupied.’”
137 He is Abu 'Abdullah 'Amr ibn al-‘As ibn Wa’il al-Sahaml, the astute of
Quraysh who is mentioned as an example of astute intelligence. He migrated
to the Messenger of Allah f§as a Muslim during the start of the year 8H whilst
accompanied by Khalid ibn al-Walid. He was given the leadership of the army
during the battle named Dhat al-Salasil by the Prophet #. He was the head
of Egypt during the time of ‘ Umar ibn al-Khattab and he was the one who
conquered it. ‘Uthman kept him in the position for a short while before remov-
ing him. He was placed back into this position by Mu'awiyah in 38H until his
death in 43H, he lived for ninety years and al-‘Ajall said that he lived for ninety
nine years. This is because he lived after 'Umar ibn al-Khattab for twenty years
and 'Umar ibn al-Khattab’s age when he passed was sixty three. See Shadharat
al-Dhahab (1/232-233), printed by Dar ibn Kathir.
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It was narrated to us by Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ja ' far al-Samiri138

[...] from Ya'qub ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman139 on the authority of his father
that, “When death approached ‘Amr ibn al-‘As his eyes were flush
with tears, and so he wept. His son, ‘Abdullah, said to him, ‘O father!
You have endured all that which Allah has inflicted upon you and al-
ways bore such hardships with patience.’ He replied, ‘O my son, I am
about to suffer from three things; the first of which is the fact that my
deeds will cease to end once I am dead. As for the second one, it is the
graveness of the resurrection, and the third one is leaving those whom
I love, which is the easiest one.’ Then, he added, ‘O Allah, You have or-
dained but I was slack, and You have prohibited but I have disobeyed.
O Allah, [forgive me for] You always forgive and pardon.’
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138 He is al-Khara’itl the author of Makarim al-Akhlaq.
139 He is Ya'qub ibn cAbd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah ibn ‘Abd
al-Qarl al-Madinl. He was the ally of BanI Zuhrah and lived in Alexandria. He
narrated from his father 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad and the one who
narrated from him is Abdullah ibn Salih (the scribe of al-Layth). He is a thiqah
narrator.
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j&y # iUI JL> £^11

J j j U rjlii , oj

U yixj :e*i$ : ?!iU , -Lyiil :3^ ? j! Jujl :cJL& ? ^M /

Ijji 5lT U yus 3^J 1 O'j , ift 0^ U^ o' Ul :3u ,

Ui , A-1P 4JJI 4ISI 3J-3 O-*J13 :3^ 0^"

0̂ " o'j >

» ^ cs^ LS? 5̂ ' ’ r̂ J & 3>3 3; 3^ 3̂ -' -̂ -' 5^"

^(U «A 3iL.t u iut 0' iii jjj , a fei^-fci 0' 3^uj

& iijj js , ^ 0/' 0' i-^ jfi a fei 3i >;!
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Harith Ahmad ibn SacId [... ] that Ibn
Shamasah140 said, “We were in the presence of £ Amr bin al- c As when
he was in the throes of death. He turned his face towards the wall and
then wept for a long time.
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His son said, ‘O father! [Do not cry for] the Messenger of Allah H>

gave you the glad tidings of such and such!’

140 He is cAbd al-Rahman ibn Shamasah al-Mahri al-Misrl. He is a thiqah
narrator. There is a difference of opinion regarding the diacritical points of his
name Shamasah where it has also been given in al-Qamus as “Shumasah” and
in al-Taqrlb of Ibn Hajar as “Shimasah”.
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He turned his face towards us and stated, ‘The best thing which we
can count upon is the testimony that there is no deity worthy of being
worshipped besides Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah. Verily I have passed through three phases: (i) On which I found
myself averse to no one else more than I was averse to the Messenger
of Allah and there was no other desire stronger in me than that I
should overpower him and kill him. Had I died in this state, I would
have been definitely one of the denizens of the Fire, (ii) When Allah
instilled the love of Islam in my heart, I came to the Prophet f§> and
said, ‘O Muhammad, stretch out your right hand so that I may pledge
allegiance to you.' He stretched out his right hand, but I withdrew my
hand.
The Prophet said, ‘What is the issue O ‘Amr?’

I replied, ‘I intend to put forth some conditions’

He asked, ‘What are these conditions?’

I said, ‘That I should be granted pardon for all what I have done be-
fore.’
He said, ‘Are you not aware that Islam wipes out all the previous [mis-
deeds]? And that migration wipes out all the previous misdeeds. And
that Hajj wipes out all the previous misdeeds’

So I gave allegiance to the Messenger of Allah and then no one was
dearer to me than him and none was more sublime in my eyes than
him. [I was never able to catch a full glimpse of his face out of my high
respect to him]141 And if I am asked to describe him, I would not be
able to do so for I could not look at him out of my great respect to
him. Had I died in this state I had every reason to hope that I would
have been among the dwellers of Paradise, (iii) Then we were respon-
sible for matters that I am unable to ascertain whether I will be pun-

141 This is an addition from Sahih Muslim.
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ished for or rewarded. When I die, let neither female mourner nor fire
follow my funeral procession. When you bury me, fill my grave well
with earth, then stand around it for the time within which a camel is
slaughtered and its meat is distributed so that I may enjoy your pres-
ence and ascertain what answer I can give to the angels of my Lord.”’142
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142 Collected by Muslim (121) in the Book of Jradtt.
143 He is the /mam, the exemplar, Abu Yazid al-Thawri al-Kufi, al-Rabl' ibn
Khuthaym. He narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud, Abu Ayyub al-Ansar!and
other than them. Al-Sha‘bl—amongst others—narrated from him. Ibn Ma‘ln
said, “Do not ask for the like of him.” Al-Sha‘bl said, “He was the essence of
honesty.” ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ ud said to him, “O Abu Yazid! Had the Prophet
seen you, he would have loved you. Every time I see you I think of those who are
sincere and humble before Allah.” Al-Hafiz ibn Hajar said regarding him in al-
Taqrib, “He is a thiqah narrator, a worshipper who witnessed two eras.” He died
in the year 6lH and it was also said to be 63H, and Allah knows best.
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It was narrated to us by ‘Abdullah ibn Sulayman ibn al- 5 Ash‘ath [...]144

that Abl Rabl'ah al-Sa 'd!145 said, “It was said to al-Rabf ibn Khuthaym,
‘Will you not leave a wasiyyahV He replied, ‘With what shall I leave a
wasiyyah? Do you not know that I do not possess a dirham or dinar
and there is no one who owes me a dirham or dinar? There is not a
person who will bring a case against me with my Lord and I will not
do so due to another.’ Then it was said to him, ‘No, leave a wasiyyah.’
So he replied, ‘I have a young wife, when I die urge her to marry and
find a righteous man for her. This small son of mine, if you see him
then stroke his head for I heard Ibn Mas'ud state, ‘The Messenger of
Allah H said, ‘If anyone strokes an orphans head, doing so only for
Allah’s sake, he will have blessings for every hair over which his hand
passes.’146 It was again said to him, ‘No, leave a wasiyyah.’ He said,‘This

144 This chain of narration contains al-Jarud ibn Yazld, Abu 'All al- ‘Amiri al-
Naysaburi. Al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi said in Mizan al-Vtidal (1/384), “Abu Usamah
declared him to be a kadhab (liar), ‘All declared him to be a weak narrator,
Yahya said, ‘He is nothing.’ Abu Dawud said, ‘He is not thiqah,’ al-Nasal and
al-Daraqutnl said that he is matruk (discarded) and Abu Hatim said that he is
a kadhab?
1451could not find a biography for him.
146 The isnad of this hadlth is da’if as mentioned in our discussion regarding
its men in the above footnotes.

81



Wasaya al-‘Ulama inda Hudur al-Mawt

is the wasiyyah of al-Rabi' ibn Khuthaym and that which he obliged
himself to; and Allah is a witness on him, for Allah is sufficient as a
reckoner and compensator to the righteous slave. I am pleased with
Allah as my lord, with Islam as my religion, with Muhammad as my
prophet f§ and with the Qur’an as my leader.
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Harith Ahmad ibn Sa'id147 [...] that
‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak148 said, ‘It reached me that al-Rabi‘ ibn
Khuthaym instructed one of his fellows: “Rectify that which you will
need in your Hereafter, carry out all what you can bring along to the
Hereafter, take care of your own good deeds, and do not delay any
good deed you could do during your lifetime for those to do it [after
your death].”149
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147 It is possible that this is referring to Ahmad ibn Sa 'id ibn Muhammad ibn
al-Farj Abu al-Harith who was more famously referred to as Ibn Umm Sa'id. He
passed away during the year 320H but did not meet al-Fadl ibn Musa.
148 He is 'Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak al-MarwazI, thtfree slave of BanI Hanzalah,
he was a thiqah narrator with firm memory and a faqih. He possessed knowl-
edge and generosity; he was also a mujahid and gathered the qualities of excel-
lence. He passed away during 18lH.
149 The chain of narration for this report is broken (munqati ').
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The Final Words of Shaddad ibn Aws150
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It was narrated to us by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad al-A'rabl151

[...] on the authority of Mahmud ibn al-Rabf ,152 “When death ap-
proached Shaddad ibn Aws he said, ‘O mourners come and mourn
the Arabs, for they are now ruined. The greatest of my fears for this
Ummah is al-riya (showing off) and the subtle desires [i.e. those not

150 He is Shaddad ibn Aws ibn Thabit al-Khazrajl al-Ansari, son of the brother
of Hassan ibn Thabit al-Ansari and not the son of his uncle as some have wrong-
ly presumed. His father witnessed Badr and was martyred at Uhud.Shaddad ibn
Aws was from those who attained knowledge and deep insight. He excelled over
the people through two qualities:His eloquence manifested when he spoke, and
he suppressed himself when he was angry. He was a prolific worshipper and
strove in doing good deeds. He lived in Homs, and passed away in 58H in Pal-
estine, being buried in Bayt al-Maqdis.
151 He is the imam, the hafiz, the ascetic, the shaykh of the Haram, Abu SaTd
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad ibn Bishr ibn Dirham al-Basri. He was the
author of a number of works and was widely known as Ibn al-A'rabl.
152 He is Mahmud ibn al-Rabf ibn Suraqah ibn ‘Amr al-Ansarl al-Khazrajl,
from the young Companions. Most of his narrations are from the Companions.
He passed away in the year 99H and he was ninety three years of age at the time
of his death. The Messenger of Allah H died when he was five or six years old.
Al-Baghawl reported from the route of al-Awza'l from al-Zuhrl that Mahmud
ibn al-Rabf said, “I still remember the water that the Prophet took from a well
in our house and then splashed it on my face.”
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noticed by the person and which lead to making ones good deeds
void.]
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The Final Words of Abi Malik al-Ashari153
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153 He is attributed to the famous Yemeni tribe called al-Ashcar. The title “al-
Ash 'ar” was originally the nickname of Nabt ibn Udud, because he was born
with hair on his body. There has been some difference of opinion in regard to his
name. It has been said to be Ka'b ibn Ka'b, though there are other variances. He
has predominantly been listed in narrations by his kunyah. Al-Hafiz ibn Hajar
said in Amali al-Adhkar, “After investigating this, there are three people with
the name of Abu Malik al-Ash 'arl; al-Harith ibn al-Harith, Ka'b ibn ‘Asim, and
people know them by their names, and a third one whose name is differed on,
and often he is referred to using his kunyah.” I say, the latter is the owner of this
wasiyyah here.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...]154 that Safwan ibn *Amr155 said,
“It was narrated to me .. ” [The author now brings a second chain of
narration:] It was also narrated to me by my father [...] that Shurayh
ibn cUbayd al-Hadraml156 said, “When Abu Malik al-Ash'ari was in
the throes of death he said to the people present from the al-Ashcari
tribe, ‘Those of you present must convey this to those of you who
are absent: I heard the Messenger of Allah §§> state, ‘The sweetness of
this world is the bitterness of the Hereafter. And the bitterness of this
world is the sweetness of the Hereafter.””157
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The Final Words of Abi Hafs ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al- 'Aziz158 M
154 There is a narrator in this chain of narration named ‘Utbah ibn al-Sakan.
Al-DhahabI said regarding him in Mizan al-Ftidal (3/28), “Al-Daraqutnl said
that he was matruk in hadith” Al-DhahabI also mentioned him in al-Mughni
fi al-Du‘afa (2/422) and added to it, “Al-Bayhaqi said, ‘He was attributed to
fabrication.’”
155 He is Safwan ibn ‘Amr ibn Harim al-Saksakl Abu Amr al-HamsI. He is a
reliable narrator.
156 He is Shurayh ibn ‘Ubayd al-Hadraml al-HimsI. He is a thiqah narrator and
he was known for narrating mursal narrations.
157 This hadith was also collected by Ahmad in al-Musnad (5/342) and al-
Hakim in his Mustadrak (4/310). Al-Hakim declared it to be authentic and
al-Dhahabl concurred with him. This hadith was also collected by al-Hafiz
al-Suyutl in al-Jami ‘ al-Kabir and he mentioned that it was also collected by
al-Tabaranl, al-Bayhaql in Shu 'ab al-Iman, al-BaghawI and Ibn ‘Asakir. The
version reported by Ahmad reads as follows: “The sweetness of this worldly
life is the bitterness of the Hereafter, and the bitterness of this worldly life is the
sweetness of the Hereafter.”
158 He is Abu Hafs, ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Az!z ibn Marwan ibn al-Hakam ibn
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Daybuli159 [...]
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Abl al-‘As ibn Umayyah ibn ‘Abd Shams al-Qurayshl al-Umaw!the Tabi‘1, the
follower of the way of the righteous generations. He was the Amir al-Mu’mimn
(Leader of the Faithful), the just Caliph. He narrated from Companions and a
number of the Tabi‘ln narrated from him. He was agreed on as a person pos-
sessing the traits of eminence, excellence, extensive knowledge, righteousness
and asceticism, piety, justness and compassion in his dealings with the Muslims
and his good conduct with them. He exerted greatly in the obedience of Allah
the Most High and adherence to the athar (narrations) of the Messenger of Al-
lah|§. This was also the case with his following of the Prophetic Sunnah and
the Sunnah of the Rightly Guided Caliphs. His virtues are too much to list. His
Caliphate was for two years and five months. During this period he filled the
earth with justice, and introduced many good ways (sunan) and abolished the
bad ways. Sufyan al-Thawri said, “The Rightly Guided Caliphs were five: Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, ‘ All and ‘ Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Az!z” He passed away in
the village of Dir Sam‘an, which is located near the city of al-Ma‘arrah, in the
year 101H on a Friday. His age was thirty nine years and six months—may
Allah have mercy on him.
159 His attribution is to Daybul, a port city adjacent to the Indian Ocean close
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that Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah160 said, “I asked cAbd al-‘Az!z ibn ‘Umar
ibn ‘Abd al- 'Aziz,161 ‘What was the last matter that your father talk-
ed about before he died?’ He said, ‘He had four sons: ‘Abd al-‘Az!z,
‘Abdullah, ‘Asim and Ibrahim and we were very young at the time.
We entered upon him and we greeted him in a manner as if it was the
last time we would see him. He had a servant who said to him, ‘You
will depart this world without leaving any money for those sons of
yours, and you did not instruct anyone to look after them [after your
passing].’ He—may Allah have mercy on him—said, ‘I will never give
them that which is not theirs, and I will never take away from them
anything that is rightful to them. Allah will be the One whom I trust
to look after them, for He is the supporter of the pious people. My
sons will be either righteous people or some people who neglect the
orders of Allah and thus Allah neglects them.’”

* * *

to Sindh. Many of the scholars were attributed to this city. An example is the
above scholar Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Abdullah al-DaybulI.
He also resided in Makkah and so he was known also as, “al-DaybulI al-Makkl.”
He passed away in the year 322H.
160 He is al-Hafiz Shaykh al-Islam Abu Muhammad al-Halall al-Kufi Sufyan
ibn ‘ Uyaynah ibn Maymun. He was the muhaddith of the Haram of Makkah. He
was an imam and a scholarly giant whose knowledge was vast and his status was
high. Imam al-Shafi‘l said, “If not for Malik and Sufyan ibn ‘ Uyaynah knowl-
edge would have left al-Hijaz.” But his memory became poor towards the end
of his life and he would sometimes narrate in the form of tadlls from the thiqah
narrators. His narrations from ‘Amr ibn Dinar are the most accurate compared
to other narrators who would narrate from ‘Amir ibn Dinar. He passed away in
the year 198H.
161 ‘ Abd al-‘Az!z ibn ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz ibn Marwan al-'Umawi Abu
Muhammad al-Madam. He lived in al-Kufah. He was a truthful narrator who
was prone to making mistakes.
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It was narrated to us by 'Abdullah ibn Khushaysh162 [...] that Muha-
jir163 said, “When death approached ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Az!z he
declared to them what he wished and then he said, ‘Bury me in a pit
but do not deepen it. Verily the best of earth is the highest of it and
evilest is the lowest of it.”5

j ^ y j** j***- ^ :3^ cf' y
'" * " *

000
^ a> « / > * 0 ^ 0 * *

4« 411 £>41) AM
** ' **' *

The Final Words of Abi Sa id al-Khudri164165
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162 It is possible that this refers to ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far ibn Ahmad ibn Khu-
shaysh. He narrated from al-Ash‘ath and al-Daraqutnl as mentioned in Taj al-

1Arus (17/191).
163 He is Muhajir ibn Abi Muslim al-Ansari the free slave of Asma bint Yazid.
He was mentioned by Ibn Hibban in his book al-Thiqat.
164 This (i.e. the heading) is an addition that is not found in the manuscript
however context dictates it being included as the final instructions of Abi Sa‘ld
al-Khudri are described at the conclusion of this chain of narration.
165 He is Sa‘d ibn Malik ibn Sinan al-Ansari, famously referred to with his
kunyah.He was too young to participate on the Day of Uhud and his father was
martyred on it. He was one of the most knowledgeable from the younger Com-
panions. He passed away during the year 74H in Madlnah.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Abl Salamah ibn ‘Abd
al-Rahman166 said that he was in the presence of Abu Sa'Id whilst he
was on his deathbed wearing his death shroud. Abu Sa'id stated, ‘1
heard the Messenger of Allah|§ say, ‘The deceased is resurrected in
the clothes worn when his soul is snatched away.’167 Then Abu Sa 'id
said, ‘I instruct my family not to follow my funeral procession with
fire, not to construct above my grave a canopy, and not to carry
upon purple velvet.’”
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The Final Words of ‘Abdillah ibn Mughaffal168 169 %

166 He is Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf al-Zuhrl al-Madanl. He
was a thiqah narrator who narrated an extensive number of reports.He narrated
on the authority of Sa‘Id al-Khudrl.
167 Collected by: Ibn Hibban in his Sahih (2575), Abu Dawud in his Sunan
(3114), and al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak (1/340) with different wording and he
declared it to be sahih.Al-Dhahabi agreed with him upon this.
168 This addition is not found in the manuscript.
169 He is ‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal al-Muzanl, the Companion. He gave the
pledge under the tree (i.e. Bay‘at al-Shajarahy prior to the Treaty of Huday-
biyyah). He was one of the envoy of ten persons who were sent by ‘Umar ibn
al-Khattab to al-Basrah to teach its inhabitants. He passed away there in the
year 59H.
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It was narrated to us by Abu Ja‘far Muhammad ibn ‘All al-Warraq
[...] that Abdillah ibn Buraydah171 reported ‘Abdillah ibn MughafFal
to have stated, “When I die, ensure that my last wash is with camphor.
Enshroud me in two cloaks and a robe, for verily this was done for the
Prophet|§.”172
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170 I could not find a biography for this particular Warraq.
171 He is ‘Abdullah ibn Buraydah ibn al-Husayb al-Aslaml Abu Sahl al-Mar-
wazl, the judge of his city. He was a thiqah narrator.
172 It is proven that the Messenger of Allah H was shrouded in three garments;
he did not wear a robe (qamis) nor a turban. This is idrdj, i.e. an addition to the
text that was not actually part of it.
173 This addition is not found in the manuscript.
174 He is Abu SaTd al-Hasan ibn Abl al-Hasan al-Basri. The name of Abi al-
Hasan is Yasar. He was a TabiT, thiqah narrator, a faqth; he was virtuous and
extremely well renowned.He would narrate mursal narrations often and he per-
formed tadlis.He passed away during the year 110H.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Ibn ‘Awn175 reported,
“When death approached al-Hasan, he said ‘We belong to Allah and
to Him we shall return, then he took out and moved his hand, then he
said, ‘This is the moment of patience and surrender.”’
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175 He is ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Awn ibn Artaban Abu ‘Awn al-Basrl. He was a thiqah
narrator, virtuous and highly credited.
176 This addition is not found in the manuscript.
177 He is Abu Muhammad, SaTd ibn al-Musayyib ibn Hazn ibn Abl Wahb al-
Mukhzumi. He was the master of the TabiTn and one of the seven fuqaha of
Madlnah. He combined between hadlth, j?qft, asceticism and devotion, and he
provided for himself through trade.He passed away in Madlnah during the year
94H.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Ya'qub ibn cAbd al-
Rahman al-Zuhrl178 reported on the authority of his father179 that,
“Sa'id ibn al-Musayyib stated during his final sickness, ‘Silence the
person who is telling people outside, ‘Ask Allah to forgive him,5 may
Allah forgive you [for I disapprove this act] * Those present wished
to face him towards the Qiblah and then he said, ‘What is the matter
with you people?’They said, ‘We are turning you towards the Qiblah’
He replied to this, ‘Have I not been upon the Qiblah to this day? I do
not see this except that it is the action offulan (i.e. so-and-so).’”180
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178 He is Ya 'qub ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah ibn 'Abd
al-Qari, al-Madanl, the ally of Bam Zuhrah. He relocated to Alexandria and he
was a thiqah narrator.
179 He is ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Qari.
180 The person he intended with * fulan” here is Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn 'Awf al-Zuhri. This is because he was present during Sa'id ibn
al-Musayyib’s final illness. Sa'id ibn al-Musayyib lost consciousness and so Abu
Salamah ordered for the direction of his mat to be altered to face the Ka'bah.
Sa'id ibn al-Musayyib recovered and asked, “Did you move my mat?” They
replied in the affirmative and so he turned to Abi Salamah and said, “I know
that this is a work of yours!” Abu Salamah said, “I ordered them to do so” Sa'id
then ordered his mat to be returned as it was. This was collected by Ibn Abi
Shaybah in his Musannaf.Sa 'id ibn al-Musayyib disliked being turned towards
the Qiblah, and he said, “Is not the dead a Muslim person? So there is no need
to turn his direction towards the Qiblah.”
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Harith Ahmad ibn Sa id [...] that
Zur'ah ibn 'Abd al-Rahman181 said, “I entered upon Sa'Id ibn al-
Musayyib while he was on his deathbed. He called for his son Muham-
mad and stated to him, ‘O Muhammad, I instruct you not to do any
of three things; and let Zur'ah be our witness to this. Do not follow
my funeral procession with fire for those who do this are the worst of
mourners. Do not announce in the masjid: “May the mercy of Allah
be upon the ones who attend the funeral of Sa'Id ibn al-Musayyib.”
I am satisfied regarding [the number of] those who carry me to my
Lord even if they are only four. Do not allow sobbing female mourn-
ers to cry over me, as I have no need for them to lie in praise of me by
saying I was such and such.”’
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The Final Words of Amir ibn Abd Qays182 &
181 He is Zur'ah ibn 'Abd al-Rahman al-Zubaydl, the teacher of Baqayh. He
was a rejected (matruk) narrator, as stated by al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi in Mizan al-
Vtidal (2/70).
182 Regarding the 'Amir mentioned here, Ibn Hajar said in Tahdhtb al-Tahdhib
(5/77), “It is possible that this refers to 'Amir ibn ‘Abdullah al-'Anbarl the as-
cetic, who was more commonly referred to as ‘Amir ibn Qays al-Basrl. He was
from the masters of the Tabi'ln. He narrated from Salman al-Farisi and 'Umar,
and those who narrated from him included al-Hasan al-Basrl and Ibn Sirin. He
passed away in al-Sham during the same year as Mu'awiyah as said by Khallfah
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Ja 'far al-Samiri183 [...] that
Sa‘Id ibn Abi ‘Urubah184 stated, “When ‘Amir ibn ‘Abd Qays was in
the throes of death he said, ‘1 do not feel sorrow over [leaving] any-
thing [behind] except praying at night in winter and fasting the hot
days of the year.’”
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and others. He had an extreme abundance of praiseworthy traits

Al-Hafiz al-Mizzi said in Tahdhib al-KamaU “I do not know this specific ‘Amir
ibn ‘Abdullah unless it refers to ‘Amir ibn ‘Abdullah al-‘Anbari the ascetic,
who was more commonly referred to as ‘Amir ibn Qays al-Basrl. His kunyah is
Abu Abdullah. He was from the masters of the TabiTn.”

Al-Hafiz ibn Hajar also mentioned him in his book al-Isabah (p. 6284) in
the third section of the letter 'ayn. He said, “ ‘Amir ibn Qays al-‘Anbari, Abu
‘Abdullah the famous ascetic. Al-‘IjlI said, ‘He was a Tabi‘1, a thiqah narrator
from the major figures amongst the TabiTn and worshippers’”
183 He is Muhammad ibn Ja'far al-Samiri al-Khara’iti, the author of the book
Makarim al-Akhlaq. He also authored the book Fadilat al-Shukr and other
works.
184 He is Sa'id ibn Abi ‘Urubah Mihran al-Yashakurl, Abu al-Nadar al-Basrl.
He was a thiqah narrator and a hafiz. He authored many books however he
would frequently perform tadlis and he had ikhtalat (lit. mixed. This is when a
reliable narrator suffered something later in life that deteriorated his capability
in narration, such as the loss of sight or becoming senile). He was from the most
reliable narrators from Qatadah.
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The Final Words of Uthman ibn Abi al- 'As185
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We were informed by my father [...] that Qatadah186 said, Uthman
ibn Abi al- 'As instructed that his shroud be torn so his body touch the
earth.Qatadah said, “I do not know of anyone else who did the same.”
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The Final Words of al-Malik ibn Marwan187 ife

185 He is 'Uthman ibn Abi al-'As ibn Bishr al-Thaqafi, Abu 'Abdullah. He
moved to Basrah and accepted Islam during the Delegation of Thaqif. The
Prophet fH appointed him over the province of Ta'if, and this was assented to
by Abu Bakr and 'Umar followed him in this. 'Umar then appointed him over
the province of Oman and Bahrain during the year 15H. After this he resided in
Basrah until he passed away during the Caliphate of Mu'awiyah. He was the one
who deterred the people of Thaqif from apostatising. He delivered a sermon to
them and said, “You were from the last of people to accept Islam, do not be the
first of people to apostate.”
186 He is Qatadah ibn Da 'amah al-SudusI, Abu al-Khattab al-Basri. He was a
thiqah narrator and highly credited. It is said that he was born blind.
187 He is 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan ibn al-Hakam ibn Abi al-'As ibn Umayyah,
Abu al-Walld al-Madanl and al-Dimashql. He was a worshipper and an ascetic
before he became the caliph. He sat with thefuqaha and memorised from them.
Mu'awiyah appointed him over the district of Madinah. Jarir ibn Hazim said
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that he heard Nafi‘ state, “I have seen Madlnah and there is not within it one
more hardworking, more knowledgeable or a better reciter of the Book of Allah
than ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan.” Once he was delivering an eloquent sermon
and then halted it due to him beginning to cry. He said, “O my Lord, my sins are
excessive yet the most miniscule amount of your forgiveness exceeds them. So
I implore for the lowest degree of your forgiveness to clear my great amount of
sins.” This was mentioned to al-Hasan al-Basrl who cried upon hearing it and
said, “If any speech should be written in gold it is this.” He became the caliph
after the death of his father during the year 65H. He rectified the affairs of the
Caliphate and caused it to exude strength and power. He was extremely forceful
against opposing forces and was very much glorified. He did not mind shedding
blood, when needed, and he was a resolute and intelligent man who could man-
age the affairs of the worldly life without requiring others to do so for him. His
reign lasted for twenty one years, eight of which included the rivalry with the
Companion Ibn al-Zubayr over ruling. After this he ruled alone without com-
petitors until he passed away at the age of sixty. He left sixteen sons. He passed
away in Damascus during the year 86H and he was buried in Bab al-Jabiyyah
al-Saghlr.
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It was narrated to us by Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ja'far al-Khara’itl
that Abu Musa 'Imran ibn Musa al-Mu 5 addib said, “It was narrat-
ed that when c Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan began to sense the onset of
death he stated, ‘Raise me upon an elevated place’ This was done for
him and then he took a long breath and said, ‘O dunya how sweet you
are! Your lengthiness is indeed short; your abundance is indeed pal-
try. Verily we were deluded by you. Your likeness is as the following
couplets:

Oh Lord, if you will hold me accountable, I will be unable to bear
Your punishment.

But if You forgive me, You will forgive a sinner whose sins are as
many as the sand ”
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The Final Words of Mu awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan188 sf®

188 He is Mu'awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan Sukhr ibn Harb ibn Umayyah ibn 'Abd
Shams ibn 'Abd Manaf ibn QasI al-Qurayshl al-UmawL He accepted Islam
during the Year of the Conquest of Makkah, and he did so before his father.
He was a scribe of the Prophet Many of his narrations of hadlth are found
in the two Sahihs and other books. He was noble and patient, and one of the
astutest men amongst the Arabs. 'Umar ibn al-Khattab made him the adminis-
trator over al-Sham. ‘Uthman also gave him this role and during his life many
conquests took place. When the Caliphate shifted to Amir al-Mu’minln 'All
he removed him from his position. Fierce fighting erupted between these two
parties. Then arbitration took place and many events happened afterwards until
al-Hasan ibn 'All relinquished his right to the Caliphate to him. After this there
were many conquests. Then he selected his son Yazld as his successor, a decision
not agreed upon by the major Companions. He passed away during the year
60H and was buried in Damascus, the exact location of which is differed upon.
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It was narrated to us by 'Abdullah ibn Ja 'far Khushaysh189 [...]190 that

189 He is ‘Abdullah ibn Ja'far ibn Ahmad ibn Khushaysh.
190 Al-Hafiz al-Dhahabl said in Mlzan al-Vtidal regarding the narrator in this
chain of narration named Ishaq ibn Bishr ibn Muqatil Abu Ya'qub al-Kahall al-
Kufi, “Al-Fallas and others said that he is a rejected (matruk ) narrator. Al-Dara-
qutnl said that he is from the fabricators of hadlth. Musa ibn Harun and Abu
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Makhul191 said, “When Mu'awiyah approached death he gathered his
children around him and said to the mother of his sons, ‘Show me
the consignment which I entrusted with you.’ She came back with a
container that was sealed and locked. We thought it contained gems
within it. He said, ‘I preserved this for the like of this day.’ He asked
her to open it, she did so and found a sheet upon which lay three gar-
ments. He said, ‘This is the qamis of the Messenger of Allah f§that he
gave to me and this is the rida of the Messenger of Allah that he gave
to me when he returned from the Farewell Hajj. I remained for a long
while and then I said,‘O Messenger of Allah give me this izar that you
are wearing.’

He replied, ‘When I go to my house I will send it to you O Mu'awiyah.’

Then the Messenger of Allah fH sent it to me. He|§ then asked for
the cupper (i.e. the one who cups blood) and he removed hair from
his head and beard. So I said to him, ‘O Messenger of Allah, grant me
these hairs.’

He said, ‘Take them O Mu'awiyah. The hairs are wrapped in the end
of the rida.” He then said, ‘When I die, enshroud me in the qamis of
the Messenger of Allah, put on me his rida and then let me be dressed
in his izar. Take the hairs of the Messenger of Allah and stuff some in
the corners of my mouth and my nostrils, then scatter the rest upon
my chest. And leave me to the mercy of my Lord, the Most Merciful.’”
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Zur'ah declared him to be a liar.”
191 He is Makhul al-Shami Abu ‘Abdullah. He was a thiqah narrator and a
faqih.He narrated a lot of reports in mursal form. He was well known.
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The Final Words ofAtiyyah192
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Yunus al-Kudayml [...]
that Hammad ibn SaTd ibn Abl ‘Atiyyah al-Madhbuh194 said, ‘‘When
death approached Abu ‘Atiyyah he began to cry and became fright-
ened of it. It was said to him, ‘You are frightened?’ He replied, ‘Why
should I not be frightened? It will be no time before I die and I do not
know where I will proceed to after it.”’
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The Final Words of Abi Sahl Kathir ibn Ziyad al-Basrl195

192 He is Abu Atiyyah al-Madhbuh. His real name is not known. He was
mentioned by al-Hafiz ibn Hajar in al-Isabah under the name Abu 'Atiyyah
without mentioning his lineage. He said that Abu Ahmad al-Hakim listed him
(al-Madhbuh) under the section of the narrators whose first name is unknown.
193 The narrator Abu Bakr ibn Abl Maryam is da ‘if (weak).
194 He was mentioned by Ibn Abl Hatim in al-Jarh wa al-Ta ‘dll (3/140) and he
did not mention any praise or dispraise regarding him. He said, “He narrated
from his father.” He was also mentioned in al-Bukharis Tarikh and Ibn Hibbans
Thiqat.
195 He is Abu Sahl Kathir ibn Ziyad al-Bursani. His attribution is to Bursan, a
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] thatcAbdullah ibn Shawdhab196

said, “It was said to Abu Sahl Kathlr al-Basrl—when he was drawing
close to death—,‘Leave us with an advice.' So he said,‘Sell your dunya
for your hereafter and by Allah you will win in them both. Do not
sell your hereafter for your dunya, for then you will be at a loss—by
Allah—in both.’”
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The Final Words of Abi Maysarah al-Hamdani197 slfe

tribe from the clan of al-Azd. He resided in Bulkh. He narrated from al-Hasan
al-Basrl and one of those who narrated from him was Hammad ibn Zayd. He
was a thiqah narrator. Al-Hafiz ibn Hajar said in Tahdhlb al-Tahdhib (8/413),
“He offered many advices that were of a great benefit, an example being his
statement, ‘Sell your dunya for your hereafter, you will profit in both. Do not sell
your hereafter for your dunya, for then you will be at a loss in both.'”
196 He is ‘Abdullah ibn Shawdhab al-Khurasanl Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman. He re-
sided in al-Basrah and then in al-Sham. He was truthful and a worshipper.
197 He is Abu Maysarah, ‘Amr ibn Shurahbll al-Hamdani al-Kufi. He narrated
from Ibn Mas'ud and Ishaq al-Sabl‘1 was one of those who narrated from him.
He was from the most virtuous of ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘uds companions. ‘Asim
ibn Bahdalah reports on the authority of Abi Wa’il, “The tribe of Hamdan has
not produced the like of Abi Maysarah.” It was said to him, “Not even Mas-
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Abi Ishaq198 stated, “Abu
Maysarah instructed Arqam ibn Shurahbll199 to press him to say la
ilaha ilia llah (there is no deity worthy of being worshipped except
Allah), that his [post death] affairs be hastened, and that he be prayed
over by Shurayh, the judge of the Muslims.”
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The Final Words of Samurah ibn Jundub200

ruq?” He replied, “Not even Masruq.” He was from the worshippers and ascet-
ics. His knees became like the knees of a camel due to the excessive prayer he
performed. He passed away due to the plague during the year 63H.
198 He is 'Amr ibn 'Abdullah al-Hamdani, Abu Ishaq al-Sabi‘1. He was one of
those who narrated a lot of reports. He was a thiqah narrator, and a worshipper.
He had ikhtalat during the end of his life, and he was the grandfather of Isra’il
ibn Yunus, the narrator before him.
199 He is Arqam ibn Shurahbll al-Awdi al-Kufi. He was a thiqah narrator. He
narrated from Ibn ‘ Abbas and Ibn Mas'ud. Abu Ishaq al-Sabi‘i narrated from
him. He should not be confused with Arqam ibn Abi al-Arqam.
200 He is Samurah ibn Jundub ibn Halal al-Fazarl. He said, “I was a youth
during the time of the Messenger of Allah f§, I memorised from him and noth-
ing prevented me from speaking except the presence of men older than me.”
Al-Hasan al-Basrl, Muhammad ibn Sirin and the luminaries of al-Basrah would
praise him. Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr said, “He fell into hot water and died in 58H, it was
said that this occurred in Kufah and al-Basrah was also mentioned.” Al-Hasan
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It was narrated to us by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad al-Ac rabl201

al-Basrl and Muhammad ibn Sirin and the virtuous people of al-Basrah used to
praise him a great deal.
201 He is the hafiz, the zahid, the shaykh of the Haram, Abu SacId Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Ziyad ibn Bishr ibn Dirham al-Basri, famously referred to as
Ibn al-A‘rabI.

103



Wasaya al-’Ulama inda Hudur al-Mawt

[...]202 that Sulayman ibn Samurah203 related on the authority of Sa-
murah ibn Jundub, “This is the final instruction of Samurah to his
sons: I commence with the help of Allah the Most Merciful, the Most
Beneficent. Peace be upon you. I praise Allah, the one of whom there
is no deity besides Him worthy of being worshipped. I leave you with
the advice of having taqwa (consciousness) of Allah H>, to establish
the prayer, to pay the zakah, to abstain from that which Allah S& has
forbidden, to hear and obey Allah and his Messenger #, his writ-
ten letters, and likewise the Caliph who rules by the mandate of Allah
% and the main body of the Muslims. To proceed: The Messenger of
Allah fH ordered us to pray every night after the mandated prayer that
which could be a small or large amount, and for us to make it witr (an
odd amount). He also ordered us to pray during any hour we wished
to do so within the day or night, the exception being sunrise and sun-
set. He said, ‘Verily Shaytan sets with it when it sets and rises with it
when it rises’ He ordered us to guard the prayers and especially the
middle prayer, which he informed us was the asr prayer.’”
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The Final Words of ‘ Abd al-Rahman al-Himyari204 Jfe
202 There are weak narrators in this chain. The narrator Ja‘far ibn Sa‘d was said
to be majhul (unknown) by al-Hafiz al-Dhahabl in Mlzan al-I 'tidal Al-Dha-
habl also said that the narrator Khubayb ibn Sulaymans state was not known.
cAbd al-Haqq al-Azdi said, “Khubayb is a da ‘if narrator and Ja'far is not one
that can be depended upon.”
203 No one declared him to be a thiqah narrator except for Ibn Hibban. Abu
al-Hasan ibn al-Qattan said that his state was unknown. See Mlzan al-I ‘tidal
(1/407) in the biography of Ja 'far ibn Sa 'd. These narrators were often listed in
the works on da 'if and majhul narrators.
204 He is Humayd ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Himyari al-Basrl. He was a thiqah
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It was narrated to us by Mus'ab ibn Isma'Il [...] that Hammad ibn
Salamah205 said, “I read the final instructions of Humayd ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Himyarl [in which he said:] He testified that there was no
deity worthy of being worshipped besides Allah alone with no part-
ners, and that Muhammad is his slave and messenger. And the com-
ing of an hour of which there is no doubt regarding it, and that Allah
will resurrect the one within his grave. He instructed his people after
him to fear Allah, reconcile when a difference arises between them,
and that they do not die except that they are Muslims.”

ooo
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The Final Words of Abi Bakr Muhammad ibn Sirin206 -gfe

narrator and afaqih. Muhammad ibn Sirin said, “He was the most knowledge
in fiqh from amongst the people of Basrah.” He was a Tabi'I and narrated from
Abi Bakr, Ibn 'Umar, Abi Hurayrah, Ibn 'Abbas. Ibn ' Ubaydallah, 'Abdullah
ibn Buraydah, Muhammad ibn Sirin and others narrated from him.
205 He is Hammad ibn Salamah ibn Dinar al-Basrl, Abu Salamah. He was a
thiqah narrator and he was a worshipper, and was the most reliable narrator
from Thabit. His memory altered significantly later in his life.
206 He is Muhammad ibn Sirin al-Ansarl, the free slave of al-Ansar, Abu Bakr
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Ibn ‘Awn207 stated, “Ibn
Sirin gave the following final instructions when he reached the time of
death: “In the name of Allah the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent.
This is the final instruction of Muhammad ibn Abi Amrah al-Basrl
to his sons and family: Fear Allah and reconcile between yourselves.
Obey Allah and His Messenger if you are indeed faithful believers. I
give these instructions as Ya'qub did to his sons: {O my sons, indeed
Allah has chosen for you this religion, so do not die except while you

:p: d

ibn Abi 'Amrah al-Basri. He was the imam of his time, a Tabi'i and a thiqah
narrator. He narrated from his master, Anas ibn Malik, Zayd ibn Thabit, Hud-
hayfah ibn al-Yaman and others. Those who narrated from him include al-
Sha 'bl, Qatadah, al-Awza'i and others. He was dependable, faithful, one who
surpassed others, eminent, a faqih and an imam. He possessed an abundance
of knowledge and piety. He was from the companions of Abi Hurayrah. There
was no one in Basrah more knowledgeable than him in judiciary matters. He
was also a dream interpreter. He passed away during the year 110H in Basrah.
207 He is 'Abdullah ibn ' Awn ibn Artaban, Abu 'Awn al-Basri. He was a thiqah
narrator and highly virtuous.
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are Muslims.}208 And I instruct them not to refuse being the support-
ers of the Ansar and their fellows in religion. And that chastity and
truthfulness are better, more lasting, and more honourable than al-ri-
ya (showing off) and lying. If I survive my sickness, I have the right to
change my final testament.” Then, he mentioned his need.
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The Final Words of Sufyan ibn al-Harith ibn Abd
al-Muttalib209 %
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Abl Ishaq210 said, “When

208 Al-Baqarah: 132
209 He is Abu Sufyan ibn al-Harith ibn Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hashim al-
Hashiml. He was the son of the paternal uncle of the Messenger of Allah H and
his brother through nursing. Their nursing mother was Hallmah al-Sa 'diyah.
He was one of those who resembled the Messenger f§ in appearance. He ac-
cepted Islam during the Conquest of Makkah. He met the Prophet H whilst he
was heading to Makkah and accepted Islam. He witnessed the battle of Hunayn
and was one of those who stood firm with the Prophet f§- during the battle. He
passed away during the Caliphate of 'Umar—who prayed the funeral prayer
over him—during the year 15H, and it was said to be during 20H.
210 He is ‘Amr ibn ‘Abdullah Abu Ishaq al-Sabl’I al-Kufi al-Hamdanl. He was
a thiqah narrator and a worshipper. He had ikhtilat during the end of his life.
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death entered the presence of Abu Sufyan ibn al-Harith ibn 'Abd
al-Muttalib he said, ‘Do not cry over me for I have not committed a
sin from the time I accepted Islam.”’
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However, he did not meet Abu Sufyan ibn al-Harith ibn 'Abd al-Muttalib.
211 He is Uhban ibn Sayfi al-Ghafarl Abu Muslim. He narrated on the authority
of the Prophet H regarding leaving fighting during times offitnah. Al-Tabaranl
said that he passed away in Basrah. Al-Hafiz ibn Hajar said in al-Isabah that
al-Ma'all narrated from 'Udaysah bint Uhban that when her father was on his
deathbed, he instructed to be enshrouded in two garments, but people shroud-
ed him in three garments and then buried him. However, on the next day, they
found that the third garment they used was back on his bed, and Allah knows
best.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that 'Udaysah bint Uhban
said, “When death approached my father he said, ‘Do not shroud me
in a stitched qamis.’ When he died and had been washed. I was sent
for and asked for the shrouding garments. So I sent them the shroud
and they asked me, ‘Where is the qamisV I replied, ‘My father pro-
hibited me from using a stitched qamis as part of his shroud.’ They
said that the qamis is essential, and so I went to the tailor—as he had
a qamis of my mother. We brought it and used it to enshroud him.
Then, they took him away and I closed my door and walked into his
funeral. Then I returned home where I found his qamis. I asked those
who washed my father if they did shroud him with his qamis. They
confirmed that they did so. I asked, ‘Is it this qamisV They replied,
‘Yes, it is.’” 213

212
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The Final Words of Muhammad ibn Wasi 214^
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212 She is ‘Udaysah bint Uhban ibn Sayfi; she is a majhul (unknown) narrator.
213 This story is weak.
214 He is Muhammad ibn Wasi‘ ibn Jabir ibn al-Akhnas ibn c A’idh ibn Khari-
jah al-Azdi Abu Bakr. He was a TabiT and he narrated from Anas ibn Malik,
Salim ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar and other than them. Those who narrated from
him included Hammad ibn Zayd, Hammad ibn Salamah and others. Ibn al-
Madlnl said, “I am not aware of anything to say that he heard from any Com-
panion”. He was asked to be the judge of his city but he refused. He was a wor-
shipper, pious, eminent, virtuous and a thiqah narrator. He moved to Khurasan,
and his virtues were abundant.
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It was narrated to us by Abu Bakr ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Abi
Shaybah [...] that Salih ibn Rustum215 said that one of his companions
informed him, “When Ibn Wasi‘ became very sick, large numbers of
people arrived to visit him. I entered into the room and some of the
people there were sitting, while others were standing. He said to me:
“Tell me how those present will avail me if I am seized tomorrow by
my forelock and feet, and hurled into the Fire. Then he recited the
ayah: {The criminals will be known by their marks, and they will be
seized by the forelocks and the feet.}216

b
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The Final Words of Abi Maysarah al-Hamdani217 Afe
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215 He is Salih ibn Rustum al-Muzani Abu ‘Amir al-Khazaz al-Basri. He was
very prone to error.
216 Al-Rahman: 41
217 His biography was given in footnote 197.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that Abi Ishaq218 said, “Abu
Maysarah instructed at the coming of his death that canes be placed
on his grave so people gathered four canes that they put together and
placed upon his grave.”
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218 He is ‘Amr ibn 'Abdullah al-Hamdhanl Abu Ishaq al-Sabfi. He is amongst
the narrators who narrated a large quantity; he was a thiqah narrator and a wor-
shipper. He had ikhtilat during his later years.
219 He is Ghudayf ibn al-Harith ibn Zunaym al-Sakunl al-Shamall, Abu Usama
al-HimsI. There was a difference over whether he had the rank of a Companion
or not. He narrated from Bilal, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, Abi ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jar-
rah, Abi Dhar, Abi al-Darda and ‘Aishah. Those who narrated from him includ-
ed his son Tyad, Makhul, Shurahbll ibn Muslim and others. He was mentioned
by al-Hafiz in al-Isabah under the letter al-ghayn, “He resided in al-Sham and
his hadlths are with its people. He passed away during the reign of Marwan ibn
al-Hakim.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...]220 that Asad ibn Wada'ah221

said, “When Ghudayf ibn al-Harith drew close to death, his brothers
came to visit him. He said, ‘Is there anyone from you who can read
Surah Yasln?’ One from the people replied that he could. So he said,
‘Recite and do it well in a slow manner, and let everyone else listen
attentively.’ The individual recited as he ordered and everyone else lis-
tened to the recitation. When he reached the part: {So exalted is He
in whose hand is the realm of all things, and to Him you will be re-
turned}222 his soul departed his body. Abu Asad223 said, ‘If one of you
draws closer to death and is suffering due to its agony, recite upon him
Yasln and it will lighten the process of death.’”224
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The Final Words of al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf al-Thaqafi225^

220 The narrator in this chain Faraj ibn Fadalah is a da 'if narrator.
221 Fie was from Sham and he was from the young Tabi'in. He was a NasibI (i.e.
from those who showed enmity towards 'All ibn Abi Talib) and used to abuse
him verbally. Al-Nasa’i said that he was a thiqah narrator.
222 Yasln: 83
223 It is possible that this is the Asad who is mentioned above.
224 The chain of narration is da 'zf as we have mentioned.
225 He is al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf ibn Abi 'Uqayl al-Thaqafi. He was a famous lead-
er and a despotic murderer. Mention of him was made in the two Sahihs and
other works. The hadlth scholars said that he is too trivial to narrate from. He
grew up in al-Ta’if, and his father was from the partisans of Ban!Umayyah
and he fought with Marwan ibn al-Hakam during his wars. Al-Hajjaj was well-
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bred during his upbringing in terms of literacy. Then he became close to 'Abd
al-Malik ibn Marwan and was present with him during the killing of Mus'ab
ibn al-Zubayr.Then he was commissioned with the campaign against 'Abdullah
ibn al-Zubayr in Makkah as the leader of the battalion. His army sieged Mak-
kah and employed catapults and bombarded it with stones until the death of
'Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr was announced. He was then appointed by the Ca-
liph as the administrator of the two Holy Sanctuaries, and he remained in this
position for a period of time. Then he was given the administration role over
Kufah and Basrah. His style of leadership was extremely harsh and his rule
here lasted approximately twenty years. He was a well-educated, eloquent and
knowledgeable person. His justification for the harsh handedness was that he
viewed that obedience to the Caliph was obligatory in all of his wishes, and he
debated people over it, and so he was forceful over this. There was an uprising
against him that was led by Ibn al-Ash‘ath and he was followed in this by the
majority of the fiqh scholars and reciters of the Qur 'an from Basrah and other
locations. The rebellion was eventually quashed and al-Ash'ath died. The fol-
lowers were pursued for and put before the sword; whoever accepted to confess
that they committed kufr through participating in the rebellion was spared, and
whomsoever refused to accept this was executed. ' Umar ibn 'Abd al-'Aziz said,
“If every nation brought forth their rogues and we brought forth just al-Hajjaj,
verily we would outdo them.” Al-TirmidhI reported from the route of Hisham
ibn Hassan that, “We have counted the people killed by al-Hajjaj outside battles,
and the number reaches one hundred and twenty thousand.”
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Ja'far ibn Fallas226 [. ,.]227 that
Hakim al- 'Ans!said—on the authority of his father from his grand-
father, “I was present during the demise of al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf, when
the onset of death began he said in remorse, ‘Why did I kill Sa‘Id ibn
Jubayr?’”
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226 Muhammad ibn Ja 'far ibn Muhammad ibn Hisham ibn Fallas. He was
prone to making mistakes.
227 The narrator in this chain of narration named Sulayman ibn Salamah is
matruk (rejected).
228 He is Wakl' ibn al-Jarrah ibn Mallh al-Ru’asI Abu Sufyan al-Kufi, the hafiz
and the muhaddith of ' Iraq. 'Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal said, “I did not
see one who surpassed Wakl' in knowledge nor in memorisation” He possessed
humility and devoutness. He was the imam of the Muslims during his time just
as al-Awza 'l was during his era. ‘All ibn Khashram said, “I saw Wakl ' and never
saw him with a book in his hands, as he was one who memorised. I enquired
from him whether there existed a medicine to aid the memory and he replied,
‘Leave off sinning.’ I did not come across anyone equal to him.” Ibn Sa 'd said,
“He was a thiqah narrator, reliable, distinguished and he possessed a prestigious
rank. He had many hadlths and was an evidence by himself. Al-Rashid wished
to appoint him as the head of judiciary in al-Kufah, and he rejected this role due
to his piety.” He passed away during the year 197H. His sons narrated from him,
their names being: Sufyan, Mallh and ‘Ubayd.
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It was narrated to us by Badr ibn al-Haytham al-Qadl on the authority
of Abu Dharih229, who related from a number of scholars of hadith on
the authority of Malih ibn Wak!‘, “When my father fell ill during his
journey to Makkah, the illness afflicted him in a heavy manner and
caused him agony. He removed his izar and uncovered his abdomen
area though he was a person that never let a part of his body become
uncovered. So, I placed his izar back on him and covered his abdo-
men area but he removed it again. When I tried to put it back on him
again, he said, ‘O Son! Leave it for I heard Sufyan al-Thawri say, ‘Once
affliction befalls a person, shyness is no longer a matter of concern.’”
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The Final Words of Ahmad ibn Abi al-Hawari230 A

229 I have not been able to find a biography for this Abu Dharih. It is possible
that this is ‘Abbas ibn Dharih al-Kufi. He narrated from al-Sha‘bi and the likes
of him. He was a thiqah narrator.
230 He is Ahmad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Maymun ibn al-‘Abbas ibn al-Harith
al-Taghlabl, Abu al-Hasan ibn Abi al-Hawari al-Dimashq!al-Ghatafanl the as-
cetic. He was from Kufah originally. Ibn Ma‘ln said, “I think Allah allows rain
to fall on the people of Sham due to his virtue.” Abu Dawud said, “I do not know
of one more knowledgeable than him in the news of ascetics.” He was a thiqah
narrator and an ascetic. He passed away during the year 246H.
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It was narrated to us by al-Hasan ibn Habib that his father said, “I
entered upon Ahmad ibn Abl al-Hawarl when he was in the midst of
death—and I have not seen with my eyes anyone similar to him. He
was as scrawny as a thread, and I saw him taking out his hand from
under his izar—while he was crying—and then he raised it to the sky
whilst saying, ‘O what a great danger I am about to face!’”
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The Final Words of Zakariyya ibn Adi231^
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It was narrated to us by my father on the authority of Abu c Awf ‘Abd
al-Rahman ibn Marzuq232, “I have it that Zakariyya ibn ‘Adi—from

V;

231 It maybe that this refers to Zakariyya ibn ‘Adi ibn Zurayq ibn Isma‘11 —and
it was also said: Ibn ‘Adi ibn al-Salt ibn Bistam al-Tamlml Abu Yahya al-Kufi.
He resided in Baghdad. His father was a Jew who became a Muslim. Zakariyya
ibn ‘Adi was from the elite of the people. He was a righteous and trustworthy
person with many hadlths. He passed away in Baghdad during the year 212H.
232 He is Abd al-Rahman ibn Marzuq ibn Atiyyah, Abu ‘Awf al-Baghdadi.
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what was dictated to me by one of the righteous ones accompanying
him—raised his hands when death approached him and stated, ‘O
Allah I am yearning [to meet] you.”’
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It was narrated to us by my father [...] that al-Musayyib ibn Rafi‘234

said, ‘“Alqamah stated in the throes of death, ‘Prompt me to testify
that there is no deity worthy of being worshipped besides Allah”’
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Al-Daraqutni said regarding him, “There is no issue against him.”
233 He is ‘Alqamah ibn Qays ibn ‘Abdullah al-Nakha‘l al-Kufi, Abu Shibl. He
was born during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah He was from the se-
nior TabiTn, he narrated from the Companions. He was sterile. He was a thiqah
narrator from the luminaries. He was from the companions of ‘Abdullah ibn
Mas‘ud who taught people the Qur’an and Sunnah. He was amongst the ones
whom found their words of advice followed by the people. He passed away in
Kufah during the year 62H.
234 He is al-Musayyib ibn Rafi‘ al-Asadi Abu al-‘Ala al-Kufi. He was a thiqah
narrator.
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The Final Words of Abi Hanifah al-Nu'man ibn Thabit235
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It was narrated to us by Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ja'far al-Samirl236

[...] that Bakr al- 'Abid237 stated, “Abu Hanifah stated in the midst of
death, ‘Have mercy upon me [O Allah] whilst I am lying down here
sick amongst the people of the dunya, treating myself. For You are the
Most Merciful.’”

% ®
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235 He is the Imam Abu Hanifah al-Nu'man ibn Thabit al-Kufi. He saw Anas
ibn Malik and he narrated from 'Ata ibn Abi Ribah, 'Asim ibn Abi al-Najud,
Hammad ibn Abi Sulayman and others. Those who narrated from him include
his son Hammad, Zafar ibn al-Hudhayl, Abu Yusuf al-Qadl, Muhammad ibn al-
Hasan al-Shaybanl and others. He possessed many praiseworthy traits in terms
of his standing and person. He did not accept money from the rulers; rather
he traded and earned his living. Imam al-Shafi'I said, “The people in fiqh are
dependent upon [the work of ] Abi Hanifah” He was beaten by Yazld ibn ' Umar
ibn Hablrah after his rejection of assuming the position of chief judge and he
passed away during the year 150H in Baghdad. He was one of the four famous
imams.
236 He is Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ja 'far from the people of al-Samirah in
Palestine. He passed away in the city of Yafa during the year 327H.
237 It is possible that this refers to Bakr ibn Khunays al-Kufi al- 'Abid, who lived
in Baghdad.
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn ‘Umayr239 [...]
that Abi Abdi Rabb241 said, “Abu ‘Abdullah al-Sunabihi came to Da-

240

238 He is 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Usaylah al-Muradl Abu 'Abdullah al-Sunabihi.
He was from the major Tabi 'in. He entered al-Madinah al-Munawarah five
years after the passing of the Prophet|§-. Then he moved to al-Sham. He was
a thiqah narrator with a small number of hadlths. He witnessed the conquest
of Egypt. He passed away during the Caliphate of 'Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan.
239 He is Ahmad ibn ‘ Umayr ibn Jawsa’a al-Hafiz Abu al-Hasan. He was credi-
ble but has some reports that no other narrators related. He passed away during
the year 320H.
240 The narrator in this chain of narration named Baqih ibn al-Walid ibn Sa'id
ibn Ka'b Abu Muhammad was trustworthy, however he was infamous for fre-
quently performing tadlis (concealing the true origin of a hadith) from da ' If
narrators.
241 He is Abu 'Abd Rabb al-Dimashql the ascetic. It was said that his name
is 'Abd Rabbih, or 'Abd Rabbil ' Izzah, or 'Abd al-Jabbar, 'Abd al-Rahman or

119



Wasaya al- Ulama inda Hudur al-Mawt

mascus and it was there that death approached him. He said to Yazld
ibn Nimran al-Dhimari, ‘O Yazld ibn Nimran, if I have resided in this
house for three days then find me a grave in a good condition,’ i.e. a
spot which had not been dug before. It is as if he was asking for pris-
tine earth which had not been used for a grave beforehand.”
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn ‘Umayr [...] that
Abi ‘Abdi Rabb said, “It was narrated to us that al-Sunabihl was in
Damascus and in the process of dying. He said to Yazld ibn Nimran
al-Dhimari, ‘O Yazld, if I am to die in this house [I request you to]
seek out for me a grave in good condition even if I have resided in this
house for three days’”
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Qustanatln. Abu Zur'ah al-Dimashqi said on the authority of Abi Mus-hir, “He
was Roman and his name was Qustanatln, when he accepted Islam he changed
his name to cAbd al-Rahman.” He passed away during the year 112H. He was
mentioned by Ibn Hibban in al-Thiqat, who said, “He was from the wealthiest
people of Damascus but he forsook his wealth entirely”
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn 'Umayr [...] that
Yazld ibn Nimran said that al-Sunabihl stated, “O Yazld ibn Nimran,
if I have resided here in this house for three days then do not take me
out from here until you have sought out a grave in good condition for
me”
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The Final Words of Umayyah ibn Abi al-Salt242
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242 He is Umayyah ibn 'Abdullah al-Salt ibn Abi Rabi 'ah ibn ‘Awf al-Thaqafi.
He was a wise poet from before Islam. He was from the people of Ta’if and he
entered Damascus before the emergence of Islam. He was well-acquainted with
the past books, he was from those who made the drinking of alcohol imper-
missible upon themselves and he abstained from worshipping idols during the
days of ignorance. He travelled to Bahrain and remained there for eight years.
It was during this time that Islam appeared. He returned to Ta’if and he asked
regarding the news related to Muhammad $§>. He was informed by those whom
he enquired from that he claimed to be a prophet. So he left until he entered
Makkah and heard from him ayat of the Qur’an, he then left. The people of
Quraysh enquired from him regarding his position in the matter of the Prophet
H. He said, “I testify that he is upon the truth.” They asked, “Do you follow
him?” He replied, “Not until I look into his affair.” Then he left for al-Sham and
the Messenger of Allah f§> emigrated to Madlnah. The Battle of Badr took place
and Umayyah returned from al-Sham desiring to enter Islam. Then he came to
know of the fighting that took place and that amongst the dead were the two
sons of his maternal uncle. This caused him to renege from entering Islam. He
resided in Ta’if until he died there in the state of disbelief during the year 5H.
His poems revolved around wisdom and mentioning the next life.
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It was narrated to us by my father [...]243 that Muhammad ibn IsmaTl
ibn Tarlh al-Thaqafi244 narrated from his great grandfather that he
said, “I was present with Umayyah ibn Abl al-Salt when he was in
the midst of dying and he lost consciousness. When he regained con-
sciousness he raised his head towards the door of the house and said:

Uiw! Uiw!

u&jj 1JJli

iiSg y
o A'. .. . - * vf.tjsJyS' jj

Here I am for you two, Here 7 am for you two, I am here standing
before you.

I am neither guiltless so I excuse myself , nor have a tribe to sup-
port me.
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Then he raised his head and stated:

243 The narrator in the chain of narration al- ‘Ala’u ibn al-Fadl ibn ‘Abd al-Ma-
lik ibn Abl Sawiyyah is a da ‘if narrator, as mentioned by al-Hafiz in al-Taqrib.
244 He is Muhammad ibn IsmaTl ibn Tarlh al-Thaqafi. Al-DhahabI said in
Mizan al-Vtidal (3/480), “Al-Bukharl said, ‘His hadlths are not corroborated”’
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Then he passed away.”
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It was narrated to us by Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ja 'far al-Khara’itl
[...] that Muhammad ibn Ismail ibn Tarlh al-Thaqafi stated, “I was
present with Umayyah ibn Abl al-Salt when he was in the midst of
dying. He lost consciousness for a long period and when he regained
consciousness he raised his head and looked towards the door of the
house and said:

123



Wasaya al-‘Ulama inda Hudur al-Mawt

\JJU
Ijji ^

jispli Sfj
** x

Here 7 am for you two, here I am for you two,1am here standing
before you.

I am neither strong enough to defend myself, nor am I not guilt-
less to find myself an excuse.
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Then he lost consciousness, and when he regained it he looked at the
door of the house and said:
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Here / am for you two, here I am for you two, I am here stand-
ing before you.

I have no tribe to protect me, and neither can my wealth ransom
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me.
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He then lost consciousness, and when he regained it he said:
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I wish I was—before I knew what I know now, on the top of a
mountain herding goats.
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Then he passed away.”
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The Final Words of al-Qasim ibn Mukhaymirah245 jgfe

245 He is al-Qasim ibn Mukhaymirah al-Hamdanl Abu ‘ Urwah al-Kufi. He nar-
rated from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al- ‘As, Abi SaTd al-Khudri, Abl Amamah
al-Bahali amongst others. Those who narrated from him include Abu Ishaq al-
SablT, Simak ibn Harb, and al-Awza‘i amongst others. Ibn Sa‘d said, “He was a
thiqah narrator, he narrated a few ahadith. He was from the TabiTn and would
teach the people in Kufah. Then he resided in Sham, and he used to teach for
free. He passed away during the Caliphate of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Az!z.” He was
from the elite of the people, from the most righteous of the people of Kufah. He
moved to Sham to defend the borders of Islam for the pleasure of Allah.
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It was narrated to us by Abu Sa'Id Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad
[...]247 that Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah al-Shu'aythl248 said, “Al-Qasim
ibn Mukhaymirah used to ask Allah for death.249 Then when he en-
tered into the throes of death he said to his wife, £What is wrong with
me? I supplicated for death but now that it has descended upon me I
detest it ”’

246
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246 He is the imam, the hafiz, the ascetic, Shaykh al-Haram Abu Sa'ld Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad ibn Bishr ibn Dirham al-Basrl. He authored a num-
ber of well-known books and was famously referred to as Ibn al-A'rabl. He was
a thiqah narrator, a worshipper and highly credited.
247 There is a narrator in this chain of narration named Ishaq ibn Khalid ibn
Yazid al-BalisI, he is a da lif narrator.
248 He is Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah ibn al-Muhajir al-Shu 'aythl al-Dimashql
and he was a truthful narrator.
249 The Messenger of Allah prohibited us from supplicating death for ourselves.
The hadlth of Anas ibn Malik in Sahih Muslim (2680) says, “None of you should
make a request for death because of the trouble in which he is involved, but if
there is no other help to it, then say: O Allah, keep me alive as long as there is
goodness in life for me and bring death to me when there is goodness in death
for me.”
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The Final Words of Bishr ibn Mansur250 jgfe
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It was narrated to us by Abu Sa‘Id Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad
al-A'rabl [...]251 that al- ‘Utb!252 said, “I was informed by one who was
a witness to the demise of Bishr ibn Mansur that he said to him, £It is
as if I see you pleased with the onset of death.’ He was astonished at
the surprise I displayed and he replied, ‘I am eager for meeting my
Creator, I hope for His good similar to my position with one of His
creation that I fear from Him?»»

000
250 He is Bishr ibn Mansur al-Sulaymi, Abu Muhammad al-Azdl al-Basrl. He
was a truthful narrator, a worshipper and an ascetic. Ibn Mahdl said, “I did not
see anyone more fearful of Allah than him. He was excessive in his prayers and
recitation of the Qur’an.” Al-Qawarlri said, “He is the most virtuous from the
scholars that I have seen ” Abu Zur'ah said, “He was a thiqah narrator and de-
pendable.” He passed away during the year 180H. Ibn Hibban said in al-Thiqat,
“He was from the elite of the people of Basrah and its worshippers. He passed
away after he lost his sight.”
251 The narrator in the chain of narration named Muhammad ibn Zakariyya
al-Ghalabl is da‘if
252 He is Muhammad ibn ‘Ubaydallah ibn ‘Umar ibn Mu'awiyah ibn ‘Utbah
ibn Abl Sufyan al-Basrl al-‘Utbi, Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Akhbarl. He entered
Baghdad and narrated hadith therein. He passed away during the year 228H in
Basrah.
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn ‘Umayr254 [...]255

253 He is Marwan ibn al-Hakam ibn Abi al-‘As ibn Umayyah ibn ‘Abd Shams
ibn ‘Abd Manaf ibn Afsa al-UmawI Abu ‘Abd al-Malik. He was born after the
hijrah by two years, and it was also said that he was born four years after it.
He narrated from the Prophet H, however he did not hear from him. He was
given the authority of Madinah during the days of Mu'awiyah. He put himself
forward for the Caliphate after the death of Mu'awiyah ibn Yazld ibn Mu'awi-
yah at Jabiyah. Al-Dahhak ibn Qays had overtaken the authority of Damascus
and he supported Ibn al-Zubayr as the Caliph, and then he changed his position
and started to call to attain the role for himself. He fought Marwan at Marj
Rahit. Al-Dahhak was killed and then Marwan gained power over Damascus
and then over Egypt. He passed away during Ramadan of the year 65H and his
rule lasted for nine months. With him commenced the Banu Marwan.
254 Ahmad ibn ‘Umayr ibn Jawsa al-Hafiz Abu al-Hasan. He was a truthful
narrator but he reported narrations that no other narrator related.
255 Ibn Hibban said about the narrator ‘Ubaydallah ibn Sa'ld ibn Kathlr ibn
‘Ufayr, “He narrated from thiqah narrators but he would change the order of
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that ‘Abd al- 'Aziz ibn Marwan256 said, “Marwan gave his final in-
structions to me: ‘Do not do anything that will be an evidence against
you before Allah, and whenever you make a promise then keep it even
if it led to your neck being struck with a sword, and if you want to do
something then consult those who have knowledge in Allah, the Most
High, and those who love you; because Allah will guide the people of
knowledge, by His Will, and those who love you will never spare you
a sincere advice.”
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The Final Words of Warqa ibn Umar257
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narrators or replace the words of narrations; thus, it is not permissible to rely
upon his narrations” The narrator Rishdln is da‘if.
256 He is 'Abd al-'Aziz ibn Marwan ibn al-Hakam Abu al-Asbagh, the brother
of the Caliph 'Abd al-Malik and the father of 'Umar ibn 'Abd al-'Aziz. His fa-
ther appointed him over Egypt and he held this position for over twenty years.
He was a truthful narrator.
257 He is Warqa ibn 'Umar Kulayb al-Yashkurl, Abu Bishr al-Kufi. He moved
to al-Mada’in and his origin was from Merw. He narrated from 'Abdullah ibn
Dinar, Abu Ishaq al-Sabi'l, al-’A'mash and others. Those who narrated from
him included Shu'bah ibn al-Hajjaj, Ibn al-Mubarak, Yazid ibn Harun and other
than them. He was an adherent to the Sunnah, and Shu'bah would praise him.
He was trustworthy in hadith, and Ibn Hibban mentioned him in al-Thiqat. He
was from the major Atba' al-Tabi'in.
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It was narrated to us by Ahmad ibn al-Hasan al-Dinuri [...] that Abu
al-Mundhir Isma'il ibn ‘Umar258 said, “We entered upon Warqa ibn
‘Umar al-Yashkuri when he was at the onset of death. He began to say
out loud Allah is One, Allah is All Mighty, and praised Him, and sup-
plicated to Allah jgs. The people were entering upon him one group
after another, and were greeting him to which he was replying. When
the number of these people became excessive he turned to his son and
said, ‘O my son, take care of these people on my behalf, so that they do
not busy me away from my Lord Jfe.’”
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The Final Words of al-Qasim ibn Muhammad259^
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258 He is Isma'il ibn 'Umar al-Wasitl as mentioned in Tahdhib al-Kamal
(3/154).
259 He is al-Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn Abl Bakr al-Siddiq, Abu Muham-
mad and it was said Abu 'Abd al-Rahman. He was one of the seven fuqaha of
Madinah. He was from the Tabi'ln. He narrated from his father Muhammad ibn
Abl Bakr, his aunt 'Aishah Abl Hurayrah and others. Those who narrated
from him include his son ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sha'b!and Salim ibn ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Umar. He was a thiqah narrator, highly credited, knowledgeable, a faqth,
an imam and he had abundant hadlths. He passed away during the year 107H.
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It was narrated to us by ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Bahr [...] that Aflaha ibn
Humayd260 said, “When al-Qasim ibn Muhammad desired to write
down his final testament, he asked them to write and so the scribe
began doing so. [It said:] ‘This is the final testament left by al-Qasim
ibn Muhammad: He testifies that there is no deity worthy of being
worshipped besides Allah, and we will be ruined if we do not testify
it before this day.’”
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260 He is Aflaha ibn Humayd ibn NafT al-Ansari al-Madani; he had the kunyah
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman. He was a thiqah narrator.
261 He is ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Amr ibn Yahmad al-Awza‘l. He was the imam
of the land of Sham in fiqh and asceticism. He was born in Ba‘albek and grew
up in al-Baqa‘a (both cities are in Lebanon). He resided in Beirut and passed
away there during the year 157H. He was presented with the position of judicial
authority but he refused it. He was of a great status in al-Sham and people glo-
rified him more than the ruler.
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It was narrated to us by Abu al-Tayyib Ahmad ibn Ibrahim that al-‘Ab-
bas ibn al-Walld262 was informed by his father263 that, “I asked al-Aw-
za‘I what one should write in his final testament. He said, ‘Write: I
commence with the help of the name of Allah the Most Merciful, the
Most Beneficent. This is the testimony of so and so, the son of so and
so. He testifies that there is no deity worthy of being worshipped be-
sides Allah, He alone without any partners. And that Muhammad is
His slave and messenger. And that Jannah and the Fire are true. And
that the Hour is coming without a doubt, and that Allah will resurrect
the inhabitants of graves. Upon this he lived, upon this he dies and
upon it he will be resurrected in sha Allah. And if I die before I have
changed this will of mine, I instruct [whom I entrust to execute my
will] to act according to it as is.’
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Al-Awza‘I said, And Hassan264 gave his final testament and it was

262 He is al-‘Abbas ibn al-Walld ibn Mazld al-Udhrl al-Bayruti. He was a truth-
ful narrator and a worshipper.
263 He is al-Walld ibn Mazid al-Udhrl Abu al-‘Abbas al-Bayruti. He was a
thiqah narrator.
264 It is possible that he is referring to Hassan ibn Thabit al-Ansarl, the poet of
the Messenger of Allah f£. He died during the year 54H.
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written therein:‘[This is] my final testament as Allah has ordained
and I assign so and so to implement it.”
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The Final Words of Ibrahim al-Nakha I265 &

xu f i j , fj te-
s l'-° l > ' A

1*. 8,C > o i s } a' * * 0 * '•* |. "\ I *• £ ll -* 0

crfj •** o* o* b :<JU ££/' ji

V J U :36 fa^Le ut i; dJLS^ U :cj2 ,^ojJl OJ :Jli

f* ^ 5̂ 3 J* JJ JA; jl?*' LS '̂
It was narrated to us by Abu Sa id Ahmad ibn Riyad al-A‘rabI [...]
that Muhammad ibn Suqah266 said, “The final words of Ibrahim were
narrated to me by the one who was responsible for his final testament:
‘When Ibrahim entered the throes of death he began to cry. I asked
him,‘What is it that makes you cry O Abu ‘Imran?’ He replied, ‘What

i £I j}\ \ jjjS~% *' » .

265 He is Ibrahim ibn Yazld ibn Qays ibn al-Aswad ibn ‘Amr ibn Rabl'ah ibn
Dhuhl al-Nakha‘1, Abu ‘Imran al-Kufi the faqih. He was a righteous, knowl-
edgeable and thoughtful man.He was the antithesis of a poseur. He passed away
whilst hiding from al-Hajjaj during the year 96H. Abu Hatim said, “He did not
meet anyone from the Companions except for ‘Aishah, but he did not hear any
hadlths from her. He also came across Anas but did not hear any hadlths from
him either. He was a thiqah narrator, though he would often narrate mursal
reports.
266 He is Muhammad ibn Suqah al-GhanawI Abu Bakr al-Kufi al-‘Abbas. He
was a thiqah narrator, and a worshipper.
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is there that can prevent me from crying? I am anticipating the mes-
sengers of my Lord H and I do not know if they will tell me that I will
be in Jannah or the Fire.””
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The Wasiyyah of a Mother to Her Son
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It was narrated to us by Muhammad ibn Ziyad [...] that Thabit i.e.
al-Bunanl267 said, “There was a young man who was heedless of his
hereafter, and his mother used to exhort him, ‘O my son, verily your
moment will come one day so remind yourself of it. O my son, verily
your moment will come one day so remind yourself of it.’ When the
decree of Allah Jfe descended upon him, his mother approached him
and said, ‘O my son, I used to remind you of this moment of demise

IS

267 He is Ihabit ibn Aslam al-Bunanl Abu Muhammad al-Basri. He was a
thiqah narrator and a worshipper.

134



The Final Words of the Scholars at the Onset of Death

which you are facing today. I always said to you, ‘O my son, verily
your moment will come one day so remind yourself of it.” He replied,
‘O mother! I have a Lord whose Graces are numerous and I hope He
will not prevent me today some of His graces and forgive me.’” Thabit
then said, “He had good thoughts regarding Allah during this state he
found himself in.”
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. y$\ y* 5̂ 3 5* ^ ^
It was narrated to us by ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Yusuf ibn
Bishr al-Haraw!268 [...]269 that al-Harith ibn al-Khazraji al-Ansar!270

narrated from his father that he heard the Prophet # saying, “Verily
the Angel of Death^ said, ‘0 Muhammad! Know that I take away the
soul of the sons of Adam, so when mourners scream out, I would say,
‘Why would they scream? By Allah, we neither did him injustice nor
took his soul before his time, and we are not to be blamed for taking
his soul [as we do whatever we are commanded to do]. If you feel con-
tented with what Allah has decreed, you will be rewarded and eased,
and if you will feel discontented, you will be sinful and burdened. You
will have no favours from us and we will return to you again one day.
So, beware and beware.’ O Muhammad, I check upon every individ-
ual, be they residents of wool or hair houses, or the inhabitants of
mountains and plains, seas and lands, five times every day and night.
I know them very well to the extent I know each young and old person
from them better than they know themselves. By Allah, if I wanted
to take away the soul of a mosquito, I would not be able to until after

268 He is Muhammad ibn Yusuf ibn Bishr al-Haraw!al-ShaficI Abu ‘Abdullah,
the hafizy the thiqah narrator and the traveller. He sought after hadlth while he
was of an advanced age. He passed away during the year 330H and he surpassed
a hundred years by a month.
269 There are severe deficiencies with this chain of narration. ‘Amr ibn Shimr
is considered by al-Jawzajanl to be a liar. Ibn Hibban said that he fabricated
narrations on the authority of thiqah narrators. Al-Bukhari said that he was re-
jected in hadlth. Ibn Abl Hatim said that he asked his father regarding him and
he replied, “He is rejected in hadlth strongly, he is weak so do not depend upon
him and leave him.” Abu Zur'ah said that he is weak in hadlth. Al-NasaT, al-
Daraqutnl and others said that he is rejected in hadlth. See al-Kamil by Ibn ‘Ad!
(p. 1779).
270 Al-Harith ibn al-Khazraji is unknown, likewise is the case for his father.
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Allah orders me to do so”>271

271 This hadith was mentioned by al-Hafiz al-Haythaml in Majma ‘ al-Zawa 1id
(2/325-326), al-Hafiz ibn Hajar in al-Isabah (1/425) and other places. However,
as we have mentioned in the discussion regarding its chain of narration, it is a
rejected report as it includes a rejected narrator ( ‘Amr ibn Shimr) and an un-
known narrator (al-Harith ibn al-Khazraji).
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*
The author al-Hafiz ibn Zabr has collected in this work a moving selection of
narrations regarding the final moments of the Prophets,Companions and the
scholars from amongst the early generations. Provided through this are their
final testaments, words of wisdom and reflections at the coming of death.

About the Author

Al-DhahabT said in Tadhkirat al-Huffaz: “[He was] the erudite hdfiz and author
Abu Sulayman, the muhaddith of Damascus and the son of its judge. Ibn Zabr
said, ‘Abu Ja far al-TahawT reviewed some of the work I authored, and he
became impressed. He said to me, ‘0 Abu Sulayman, those of your ilk (i.e. the
hadfth scholars) are the chemists and those of our ilk (i.e. the fiqh scholars) are
the doctors.””

Al-KattanT said: “Many narrated from him and he dictated in theJdmi Masjid.
He was a thiqah narrator, noble and dependable. He authored a book entitled
al-Wafiyat which was famous on the tongues. Abu Nasr ibn al-Jabban related
that Ibn Zabr told him that he saw Allah, the Exalted, during his sleep and he
mentioned that he saw just a light.”

Abd al-Hay ibn al-‘Amad al-Hanball said in Shadhardt al-Dhahab: “The deaths of
379h: From them was Abu Sulayman ibn Zabr, he was a muhaddith, a hdfiz , a
thiqah narrator and a highly revered individual. He authored a number of
beneficial works.”
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