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T e x t  o f  t h e  L e t t e r

From ‘Abdur-Rahm an al-Islami to Shaykh ‘Abdur-Razzaq ibn ‘Ab- 
dul-M uhsin al-Badr, may Allah & preserve him.

As-salamu ‘alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh,

To the one w hom  1 love for the sake o f Allah the Noble Shaykh 
‘Abdur-Razzaq, may Allah bless you. I w ould like to introduce myself 
to you. My name is Robert Tanhu M angkulang. After I embraced 
Islam 1 changed my name to ‘A bdur-Rahm an Islami. I am from the 
tribe o f Dayak in Kalimantan. Pardon me for imposing upon your 
time and activities by way o f the presence o f this letter.

W ithin  this letter, I w ould like to relate to you a story about what has 
occurred w ithin my life. I will also m ention to you that which I hope 
for in what remains o f my life.
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I embraced Islam on Decem ber 15th in the year 2011 C.E. My first 
encounter w ith Islam, and entrance into it, was due to what occurred 
w ithin my soul from doubt in the religion that I used to practice. I 
have six full brothers; each o f  them practicing a different religion. 
From them there is he who practices Hinduism, he w ho practices Ca­
tholicism, and he who adheres to the Protestant religion; yet none o f 
them practice Islam. This is because we—as a family—believed that 
Islam was a religion o f harshness and difficulty.1

1 T his is from  the accusations directed  at the religion o f  Islam; as is said: “H e w h o  
is ign o ran t o f  a th in g  will take it as an en em y .” Allah, the Exalted, has said:

^  O f  U j  ^

And (Allah) has not laid upon you in religion any hardship.
[Surah Hajj 22:78]

Al-BukharT reported  w ith in  his Sahlh, no . 39, on  the au tho rity  o f  A bu H u ray - 
rah, may Allah &  be pleased w ith  him , h o rn  the p rophe t 3S, tha t he said:

JjjJI jjJ
Indeed, the religion is easy.

T he ‘Allamah ‘Abdul-*Aziz ibn  Baz, m ay Allah M have m ercy u p on  him , said: 
“T h e  sharTali o f  o u r p rophe t 32 is the best and m ost com plete o f  them . It does 
no t con ta in  burden  o r hardship. For Allah &  has rem oved from  His p rophe t ^  
and his 'umtnah bu rden  and hardship. T h e  praise and  thanks are for Allah it 
is a sharTah tha t is to lerant. As he *  has stated w ith in  the au then tic  hadith:

d-X_4-aJI <LuLu_*JL lLlUU
I have been sent w ith  the tolerant m onotheism .

[M usnad Im am  A hm ad 5/266]
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I worked as a missionary and bishop for the protestant Christians for 
more than thirty years. Finally, I was appointed as the head o f every 
church in Kutai, one o f the western cities o f Kalimantan. At that time,

H e, prayers and peace be u p on  him , also said:
<xJL£ V j JL»I ( j j  j J I  I JlA jLmcJ £ j j J I  U J

Indeed, this religion is easy. N on e goes to extremes in  it 
except that it w ill overcom e him .

[Al-BukharT, B ook o f  Im an, no. 39; a n -N a sa l, B ook o f  Im an 
and its Signposts, no. 5034]

W h en  he ^  sent M u'adh  and A bu M usa to  Y em en, he said:

Make things easy and do not make things difficult. Give 
glad tidings and do not chase people away. Cooperate and 

do not differ.
[Al-BukharT, B ook o f j ih a d  and  Battle Expeditions, no. 2873;

M uslim , B ook of D rinks, no. 1733]
H ence, this shariah is one o f  ease and tolerance, m ercy and  kindness; and a leg­
islation o f  o v erw helm ing  benefit. It is one tha t gives considera tion  to  every ­
th in g  that con ta ins the salvation o f  the o f  the people, the ir happiness, and their 
good  life in this w orld  and the H ereafter.
Allah, the M ajestic and H igh , has sent o u r p ro p he t and  leader, M uham m ad, 
upon  h im  be prayers and  peace, w ith  a com plete legislation tha t is perfectly 
arranged  to  b rin g  abou t benefit in this life and  the next. It contains a call to 
every good  and  a w arn in g  against every evil. It conta ins directives for the peo­
ple to the m eans o f  happiness and salvation, in this w orld  and the H ereafter.” 
(.M ajm u' al-Fatawa, 2/228)
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I had acquired much wealth and high rank. This was the height o f  that 
which the bishops sought after.

I was married six times, yet I was never given a child. Due to this, I 
spent my wealth on entertainm ent and vanity, and ended up at gam ­
bling tables. I felt a sense o f extreme worry and dire grief about what 
remained o f my life, due to that which I was upon from the protestant 
faith. It did not provide me with tranquility or contentm ent.

Before I knew about Islam, I began researching and com paring the 
gospels that were present w ith me to the gospels o f  old, and I found 
contradictions between those gospels.1

1 Allah, the Exalted, sent dow n  one gospel to  the p rophe t o f  Allah, 'Isa the son o f  
M aryam , upon  him  be peace. Allah M has said:

< jlS  a l i l j l { j A  4jJ-> U  li.V  a  ^ O J U  liiaL flj ^

 ̂ ii iS-̂ 3 Cy* 4jJj (j\j U I
And in their footsteps, W e sent 'Isa (Jesus), son o f  Maryam 
(Mary), confirm ing the Torah that had com e before him, 
and W e gave him  the Gospel, in  w hich was guidance and 
light and confirmation o f  the Torah that had com e before it, 
a guidance and an adm onition for al-Munaqun (the pious).

[Surah al-M a'idah  5:46]
T h en  they becam e four after the departure o f  the messiah, there be ing  g reat 
differences and con trad ictions betw een  them . T h is is from  w hat indicates that 
the original gospel has been lost, d istorted  and  changed . Shaykh al-lslam  Ibn 
T aym iyyah , m ay Allah have m ercy upon  him , said: “As for the gospels that 
are w ith in  the hands o f  the Christians, they  consist o f  four gospels. T h e  gospels
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o f  M atthew , Jo h n , Luke, and M ark. T h e  C hristians are in ag reem en t tha t Luke 
and M ark never saw the messiah; only  M atthew  and Jo h n  saw him . T h ey  are, 
likewise, in ag reem en t tha t these four w ritin g s—each referred to  and nam ed by 
them  as the gospels—w ere w ritten  by these m en after the messiah was raised up. 
T hus, they  did n o t m en tion  w ith in  them  tha t they  are the  speech o f  Allah M, 
no r that the messiah conveyed  it from  Allah. R ather, they rep o rt w ith in  them  
th ings from  the speech o f  the  m essiah and o th e r th ings regard ing  his actions 
and m iracles.” (Al-Jawah as-Sahih L i-M an  Badala D in al-M asih , 3/21).
As for the trem endous Q u r ’an, Allah &  has taken upon  H im self the responsibil­
ity o f  preserv ing  it. Allah has said:

4 il Ul jjiLUl
Verily We: It is W e W ho have sent dow n the D hikr (i.e. 

the Qur’an) and surely, W e will guard it (from cormption).
[Surah a l-H ijr 15:9]

The Story o f  the Jew  w h o Embraced Islam After D istorting the Torah 
and the Gospel, and A ttem pting to Distort the Trem endous Qur’an
A l-Im am  a l-Q u rtu b l m en tio ned  in his tafsir, 6/10: “A l-M a'm un , w ho  was the 
ru ler at this tim e, held a g a th e rin g  for discussion. A m ongst those w h o  w ere 
present w ith in  the g a th e rin g  was a Jew ish  m an hav ing  nice clo th ing , a h and ­
som e face and a goodly  scent. H e spoke and was well spoken and e loquent. So, 
w hen  the g a th e rin g  had concluded , A l- M a'm un  called h im  and said, ‘Are you 
Israeli?’ H e said: ‘Y es.’ A l- M a'm un  said: ‘Em brace Islam so tha t I m ay utilize 
you (your skills) and pu t you  to  w o rk .’ H e m ade h im  various prom ises to  do so. 
T h e  m an said, ‘A nd leave m y religion and  the religion o f  m y forefathers?’ And 
he tu rned  away.
A fter a year had passed, the Jew ish  m an re tu rn ed  as a M uslim  and he spoke 
eloquently  regard ing  affairs o f  Fiqh. W h en  the g a th e rin g  departed , A l- M a'm un 
sum m oned  him  and said, ‘Are you  n o t the one w h o  was w ith  us a year ago?’ 
T h e  m an said, ‘Yes.’ A l- M a'm un  said, ‘So w h a t is the reason tha t you  have 
em braced Islam?’ T h e  m an responded, ‘I left y o u r presence and w an ted  to  pu t 
these religions to a test; and you are aw are tha t I have excellent h an d w ritin g . 
So, I focused u pon  the T o rah  and transcribed three copies, ad d in g  to  them  and
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This is in addition to the fact that I had desired to spend the rest o f my 
life in the village in which 1 was born. After a m onth passed, I decided 
to migrate to that village. I left the w ork w ithin the churches in order 
to actualize this desire, and to seek tranquility and happiness. Thus, I 
w ent along w ith one o f my students w ho took me to one o f the other 
remote areas, the area o f Paser Regency; bearing in mind that ninety 
percent o f  that society practices the religion o f paganism and mysti­
cism. I left the area decades ago. However, I have now found that it 
has changed somewhat. I found w ithin it a small group o f those who 
had embraced the religion o f Islam. From amongst them was the fa­
ther o f the wom an w ho was my third wife. He had embraced Islam.

From my habits is that I would do physical exercises early in the m orn­
ing. I would run and jo g  around the area. So, I deliberately passed my 
ex-wife’s house out o f  curiosity to know what happened. I spoke to 
the people o f the household and we began to converse. They were 
from the evilest o f people in character, yet they had changed

tak ing  aw ay w ords. I took  them  to  the synagogue (for sale) and they  w ere p u r­
chased from  me. T h en , I focused upon  the Gospel. T hus, I w ro te  m anuscripts, 
add ing  to  them  and tak in g  aw ay w ords. I then  too k  them  to  the church  (for 
sale) and they w ere purchased from  me. I then  focused on  the Q u r ’an and p ro ­
duced three m anuscripts, add ing  to  them  and tak ing  aw ay w ords. T h en , I took  
them  to  the transcriptionists and they  researched them , co m paring  them  to  the 
tnus’haf. O nce  they found tha t there w ere additions and  om issions w ith in  them , 
they tossed them  and did n o t purchase them  from  me. I knew  at tha t p o in t tha t 
this is a preserved Book. So, this was the reason that I have em braced Islam .’”
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dramatically; and 1 saw w ithin them goodly character and the mani­
festations o f  Islam.

Dear sir, noble Shaykh ‘Abdur-Razzaq, our village is an underdeveloped 
village, remote and far from the crowds o f people. Decades have passed, 
and no caller has entered our area calling its people to Allah I asked 
them regarding this, being amazed at the reason for them entering into 
Islam. They mentioned that there was a young man from Java, in In­
donesia, who had come from the city to our area—having the tools o f 
cupping along with him—and he practiced his religion. Due to his no­
ble character and excellent manners in dealing with them, they began 
to learn from him .1

1 T h e  ‘Allam ah ‘A bdul-A ziz Ibn Baz, m ay Allah have m ercy upon  him , said: 
“As for the m anners o f  da'wah and its m ethods, Allah, the M igh ty  and M ajestic, 
has clarified it w ith in  His noble Book, and  in tha t w hich  has com e w ith in  the 
Sunnah o f  H is P rophet s6. From  the clearest o f  tha t is the sta tem ent o f  Allah

Invite (m ankind, O  M uhammad to the W ay o f  your  
Lord (i.e. Islam) w ith  w isdom  and fair preaching and ar­

gue w ith  them  in a w ay that is better.
[Surah an -N ah l 16:125]

Allah, the G lorified, has clarified the m ann er tha t the caller should utilize and 
how  he should co n d uc t himself. H e began  firstly by m e n tio n in g  w isdom ; and 
w hat is in tended  by it is clear conclusive evidences that expose the tru th  and 
eradicate falsehood. D ue to  this, som e o f  the scholars o f  tafslr have said: “T he 
m ean ing  is by w ay o f  the Q u r ’an because it con ta ins trem endous w isdom . This 
is because w ith in  it is an explanation , an exposition  o f  the tru th  in the m ost
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In the beginning, two families entered Islam. Then it reached thirty 
families—equaling forty adults and eighteen children—learning the 
religion o f Islam from him.

After finishing our conversation, they gave me a booklet entitled, The 
Means of Happiness by Shaykh ‘Abdur-Razzaq; and the book, Cupping: 
the Sunnah of the Prophet and a Medical Miracle. Arriving home, before 
going to bed I read and contemplated the meaning o f the pages o f  the 
book. Then, I don’t know why, but all o f  a sudden, my body shud­
dered. My heart rumbled with amazement at the explanation o f the 
happiness that I had been looking for all this time.

For decades I preached in front o f the congregation, and I did not find 
beautiful words like this until this very m oment. And even though I 
did not understand all o f the term inology in the booklet, I understood 
the intent o f  the author.

com plete m ann er.” Som e o f  them  said tha t its m ean in g  is evidence from  the 
Book and the Sunnah. A t any rate, w isdom  is a trem endous w ord; and its m ean ­
ing  is calling to Allah M by w ay o f  know ledge and insight, as well as conclusive 
and clear evidences that expose the tru th  and clarify it.” (M ajnuT al-Fatdwa, 
1/336)
Was Islam Spread by The Sword?
T here  has com e w ith in  the Verdicts of the Permanent Committee, 12/14: “Islam 
was spread by proofs, and clarification as it relates to  those w h o  heard its co n ­
veyance and responded to  it. It spread by strength  and conquest w ith  regards to 
those w ho  rejected it and w ere arrogan t tow ards it, until they w ere overpow ­
ered and the ir obstinance ceased. T hus, they  subm itted  to this tru th .”
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The next day I m et w ith friends in the village to ask w hen the young 
man would come again. It turned out that on that day they had prom ­
ised to pick him up by the river because the land was muddy after 
heavy rain.

After m eeting us, I expressed my intention to embrace Islam. So, with 
a strong conviction, I said the testimony o f  faith in the presence o f 
eight men and four wom en. It was rather difficult for me to pro­
nounce the w ording because I was not used to it. I was led to say, 
“There is no deity w orthy o f worship except for Allah, and 
Muhammad ^  is the Messenger o f  Allah.”

The young man held my hand tightly and hugged me as his eyes 
flowed with tears. He said, “You have become my brother in Islam, 
thus be happy with that which is w ith Allah. W e shall meet in Paradise 
tom orrow  if  we obey Allah and His messenger, peace be upon him .”

After this we spoke and exchanged information and experiences. I 
asked him  regarding the author o f this small book and where can I 
meet him. I showed him the book with me and found out that this 
young man had never m et Shaykh ‘Abdur-Razzaq, nor had he seen 
him personally. He had only listened to his lectures via radio before 
travelling to Kalimantan. A lthough the Shaykh had travelled num er­
ous times to teach in Jakarta, he had not had the financial ability to 
attend the knowledge-based gatherings. After tw o weeks, the young 
man came again with a book entitled, The Easy M ethod of Learning the 
Recitation of the Q u r’an. He also came with a chalkboard. He gave me
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glad tidings that Shaykh ‘Abdur-Razzaq would come to Jakarta during 
the m onth o f February in the year 2012 C.E. So, I said to him, “Come 
w ith us so that we may travel to Jakarta, and I shall take upon myself 
the expenses associated with the journey. And bring your family with 
you on the journey.”

The young man refused my offer and clarified that the reason for his 
refusal was that he does not teach the people their religion in order to 
attain money or the adornments o f the worldly life.1 However, 1 in­
sisted upon paying for this trip to Jakarta, and at last he accepted this 
from me. I purchased the tickets for our trip to Jakarta in February 
2012.
From the affairs that must be m entioned is that this young man—a 
caller to Allah M—for tw o years would journey through rugged 
mountains to reach this village for the sake o f inviting to Islam and 
teaching its people. Yet they did not pay him except fish and rice. As 
for me, my congregation would give me money weekly. From this

1 M y noble reader, com pare the speech o f  this y o u n g  m an, w ho  is a caller to 
Allah * ,  to  the speech o f ‘A bdur-R ahm an  al-lslam i from  w hen  he was a priest 
and said, “A t that tim e, I had acquired m uch w ealth  and h igh  rank. T h is was 
the h e igh t o f  tha t w hich  the bishops sough t after.”
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instant, I studied earnestly to become familiar with the excellent char­
acteristics o f  Islam.' 

In general, there was no problem em bracing a specific religion within 
my tribe, no matter what the various religions were; as long as one did 
not rebuke or censor the ways and customs o f the rest o f  those within

1 O u r  Shaykli ‘A bdur-R azzaq  ibn ‘A bdul-M uhsin  al-B adr, m ay Allah &  preserve 
h im , said: “Im am  Ibn Baz said, ‘II Islam and its beautiful characteristics w ere to 
be explained to  the disbelievers they  w ould  en te r in to  it in large crow ds. O ne 
of the Indian callers m en tio ned  to  m e tha t one thousand people had em braced 
Islam at his hands and he said, ‘M y m ethod  is tha t I w ould  sit and  speak w ith  
them . I w ou ld  n o t go  beyond  fifteen m inutes speak ing  abou t the beautiful char­
acteristics o f  the religion, o r a half h o u r at the most; and  these one thousand 
people each em braced Islam .’” (Explanations of the Fundamentals of TafsJr Which 
N o  Exegete of the Q ur’an Can Do W ithout)
Indeed, the subject o f  the excellent characteristics o f  Islam is from  im portan t 
subjects tha t m ust be g iven due consideration  by the M uslim , n o t to  m ention  
the caller to  Allah in term s o f  learn ing  and  teach ing . O u r  scholars have g iven 
im portance to  w ritin g  books regard ing  this top ic , and w e will m en tio n  a few 
o f  them :

•  Islam is a C om plete  R eligion by the ‘Allamah M uham m ad  al- 'A m ln  ash- 
ShanqTtT

• T h e  Excellence o f  the R elig ion by the ‘Allam ah ‘A bdur-R ahm an  as- 
Sa'dT

• From  the Excellent C haracteristics of Islam by the ‘Allam ah ‘A bdul- 
‘Aziz Salman

• T h e  Islamic Legislation and Its B eauty and  the N eed  o f  H um an ity  for 
It by the ‘Allam ah ‘A b d u l-‘Aziz ibn Baz.
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our tribe. This was bearing in mind that the majority o f the people o f 
the tribe were upon the idolatrous religion o f Hinduism.

O n that m orning, I felt severe pain to my body due to a hernia which 
had afflicted me. Thus, I was not able to move my leg. O ne o f the 
neighbors helped me and took me to the clinic outside o f the village. 
I was given simple medications which were present w ith them because 
the clinics that were present in the village did not have a resident doc­
tor. There was only an associate doctor or nurse w ho would deal with 
child births. A week later, the young caller came in order that 1 may 
go with him to his home, next to the place o f prayer, and stay with 
him for a num ber o f days. However, Allah decrees and what Allah 
wills will come to pass. Thus, I was not able to walk.1 Rather, I was

1 It is established w ith in  Sahlh M uslim , no. 2664, on the au thority  o f  Abu H uray - 
rah, m ay Allah M be pleased w ith  h im , tha t he said: “T h e  M essenger o l Allah ~&
said:

La J j .  J £  ^ 3  ^ > « > U  J -a  <1)1 J )  < > a > L I

t L i  L a ^  < 1 ) 1  jjJi : j j i  . 1 J L 1S3  I >—J l « - 9  3 J  Mi M 3  < j j L

(jliauJSJI J-aX. jlj kJjLd
‘A strong believer is better and more beloved to Allah than a 
weak believer; and in each o f  them be diligent in that which  
is beneficial to you, and seek the help o f  Allah and do not be 
lackadaisical in doing so, and if  som ething were to afflict you  
then do not say, “Had I done such and such then so and so 
would have happened.” Rather say, ‘Allah decrees and what 
He wills will come to pass.’ For indeed the word “if* opens 

the door for the handy-work o f  Shaytan.”’
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not even able to stand. So, he recited some supplications over me and 
requested honey and water. I drank it; and, in the evening, I felt better, 
and I was able to walk with some difficulty. I apologized to him for 
not attending the class for recitation o f the Q u r’an and he excused me 
for not doing so. I said to him, “I am not able to travel to Jakarta nor 
am I able to meet the Shaykh. I hope that you convey my salam to 
him and the message o f my gratitude to h im .1 I shall go to the home 
o f my friend in the other area, in order to watch the lecture o f the 
Shaykh broadcasting live via satellite.” So, the young man travelled 
along with his family to Jakarta.

O n the 19th o f February in the year 2012, I was extremely happy be­
cause I saw your face, O  Shaykh; although the netw ork was weak and 
the im aging from the television was not clear. However, I took a tre­
mendous lesson from your lecture; and it was that if we w ant to attain 
the love o f Allah & it is upon us to give precedence to adhering to His 
commands over everything else.2

1 T h e  book  o f  Shaykh ‘A bdur-R azzaq  ibn ‘A bdul-M uhsin  al-B adr, m ay Allah 
preserve h im , was from  the forem ost reasons for his en trance  in to  Islam, after 
the guidance of Allah, the Exalted.

: As stated by Ibn a l-Q ayy im , m ay Allah &  have m ercy upon  him , w herein  he 
said: “G iv ing  precedence to  the pleasure o l Allah over the pleasure o f  o th e r than 
H im , even if  the trials are g rea t regard ing  it and the b u rden  o f  d o in g  so is severe, 
and o n e ’s resolve and body  becom es w eak in d o in g  so.” (Madarij As-Saliliht, 
2/299)
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I wanted to hear more o f your lecture; however, as I said, the network 
was weak. The sound and the image were choppy and unclear, and I 
began to say, “W hy did I not force m yself to travel to Jakarta?!”

O  noble Shaykh, since that time I have come to understand the reality 
o f life w ithin the structure o f  Islam; and it is that the life o f this world 
is fleeting and limited. As for the Hereafter, then it is ongoing and 
eternal.1

There was an incident that saddened me and caused me pain. It was 
that this young man, who would travel for da'wah, was detained by 
some o f the authorities w ithin the village. He was held for interroga­
tion and investigation. The sad part is that they were Muslims (who 
had detained him). They accused him o f com ing to teach deviant 
ideas. Due to this, they detained him and prevented him from da'wah 
and teaching. O ne o f our brothers, named Maris, came. He was one 
o f the senior-m ost people, w ell-know n w ithin the village. He had en­
tered into Islam and he clarified to them that this young man only 
came to teach the recitation o f the Q ur’an and its writing. Tw o

1 As is stated by Ibn a l-Q ayy im , m ay Allah &  have m ercy upon  him , w herein  he 
said: “T h e  people are such tha t since they have been created they  are co n tin u ­
ously in travel and  the ir jo u rn e y  is n o t except tow ard  Paradise o r the Fire. A 
person o f  sound intellect know s that travel is based upon  difficulty and travers­
ing  th rou g h  dangerous territo ry . It is alm ost im possible tha t one can seek w ith in  
it bliss, com fort and ease. T his only  takes place at the end  o f  o n e ’s jo u rn e y .” 
(.A l- Faw a’id, pg. 200)
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months passed, then three, to the point that a year had passed; and the 
young man never came back to the village.

Noble Shaykh ‘Abdur-Razzaq, I hope that this letter reaches you and 
that a caller or teacher can come to our village. D uring the days when 
we were Christian missionaries we would go to the furthest villages. 
However, in the ‘mnmah o f  Islam, which we say is the religion o f 
mercy to mankind, none bears the responsibility o f going to the re­
mote villages. In that which remains from the end o f my life, I hope 
that we meet in Paradise tom orrow . Indeed, I have been afflicted with 
a chronic illness and Allah & may take my soul after w riting this letter.1

O nce again, I express gratitude for you and for Islam.2

Signed,

‘Abdur-Rahm an al-Islami, August 15, 2014

1 H e had died. O u r  Shaykh ‘A bdur-R azzaq  ibn  ‘A bdul-M uhsin  al-B adr, may 
Allah preserve him , in form ed  m e tha t he m en tio ned  his story  to  one o f  the v ir­
tuous bro thers and  he m ade Hajj o n  his behalf. M ay Allah rew ard  h im  w ith  
good.

2 T his phrase o f  his rem inds us o f  the sta tem ent o f ‘U m ar Ibn ‘A bdul-'A ziz, may 
Allah &  have m ercy u pon  h im , w h o  said: “Ibn ‘U yaynah  said, ‘A m an said to 
‘U m ar Ibn ‘A bdu l-A ziz , “M ay Allah rew ard  you w ith  g o od  on  b eh a lf o f  Islam .” 
H e said, ‘Rather, m ay Allah rew ard  Islam w ith  good  on  behalf o f  m e .’” (Siyar 
al-A 'Iam  an-Nubala', 7/147; and Hilyah a l- 'A w liya ', 7/331)



T h e  F irs t S e r m o n

Indeed, the praise is for Allah We praise Him, we seek His help, we 
seek His forgiveness and we repent to Him. We seek refuge with Allah 
from the evil o f our souls and from the evil o f our actions. Whomever 
Allah guides there is none that can misguide him, and whomever Allah 
leaves to stray there is no guide for him. I testify that none has the right 
to be worshipped, in truth, except Allah M alone who has no partners. He 
is the deity o f the first and the last peoples. The One who sustains the 
heavens and Earths. I testify that Muhammad is His servant, Messenger, 
His dear friend and His beloved. The one who He entrusted with His 
revelation. He has conveyed the message, discharged the duty, advised 
the ‘mumah and struggled in the path o f Allah *  in the truest sense, until
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the certainty came to him (i.e. death). So, may the blessings o f Allah *  
and His peace be upon him, his family and his Companions, all together.

As to proceed:

Slaves o f Allah, O assembly o f believers, have fear o f Allah, the Exalted. 
For indeed, whoever has taqwa o f Allah Allah will protect him and 
direct him towards goodness in the affairs o f his religion and his worldly 
affairs. Moreover, know, may Allah £  protect you, that from the wisdom 
of Allah, the Majestic and High, and His mercy, is that He has made the 
slaves to be in need o f the bringing about o f beneficial things, religiously 
and in their worldly affairs. And they need the repelling o f that which is 
harmful in the religion and in the worldly affairs. His wisdom necessi­
tates, and His Sunnah has indicated, that these beneficial things will not 
be attained except by way o f utilizing the means for their attainment. The 
harms will not be repelled except by way o f utilizing the means to repel 
them.

Allah, the Majestic and High, has clarified these means within His Book 
in the best way. And His Messenger ^  has clarified them within his Sun­
nah in the most excellent manner. He who traverses upon these means 
will be successful in bringing about all that he desires, and he will be saved 
from everything that he is afraid of.
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Slaves o f Allah M, the foundation o f the means o f goodness, happiness,1 

and success within this life, as well as the hereafter, is the actualization of

1 T he ‘Allam ah Shaykh ‘A bdur-R ahm an  ibn N asir as-Sa'dl, m ay Allah have 
m ercy upon  him , has a trem endous book  en titled . Beneficial Means for a Happy 
Life. Reier to  it. Im am  Ibn a l-Q ayy im  said: “I heard Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn T ay - 
m iyah, m ay Allah bless his soul, saying, ‘Indeed w ith in  this w orld  there is a 
Paradise. H e w ho  does no t en ter it will n o t en te r in to  the Paradise o f  the H ere­
after.’ H e said to  m e on  one occasion, ‘W h a t can m y enem ies do w ith  me? My 
garden and m y oasis are w ith in  m y chest, i f  I reside at a place, then  they are 
w ith  m e and do no t leave m e. M y im prisonm ent is seclusion (tor w orship). M y 
execution  is m arty rdom . Me be ing  expelled from  m y land is an o p po rtu n ity  to 
see o th er places.’ H e w ould  say this w hile incarcerated w ith in  the castle: i t  I 
w ere to  fill the en tire ty  o f  this castle in gold, this w ou ld  n o t be en o u gh  for me 
to show  g ratitude  for this favor.’ O r  he said, i  w ill no t have recom pensed them  
tor tha t w h ich  they b ro u g h t abou t for m e due to  it from  goodness.’ H e w ould  
say w hile prostra ting , ‘O  Allah, aid m e upon  Y our rem em brance, displaying 
gratitude to  Y ou, and w orsh ipp ing  you in the best way. Indeed, Allah has w illed 
it.’ H e said to  m e on one occasion, ‘T h e  one w h o  is incarcerated is the one 
w hose heart is locked aw ay from  his Lord, G lorified be H e. A nd the one w ho 
is im prisoned is the one w h o  is im prisoned by his desires.’ W h en  he entered  
into the castle (i.e., the prison) and he was w ith in  its precinct, he looked at its 
walls and said:

^  *_ iljU kJ I 4_L_9 f jA  ftjJ&LLbj «U_9 u j L  ^

So, a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein.
Inside it will be mercy, and outside it will be torment.

[Surah a l-H ad ld  57:13]
Allah &  know s tha t I have n o t seen anyone b e tte r in life than  him , despite that 
w hich  he had from  straigh tened  circum stances and the absence o f  ease and 
com fort. R ather, he lived in the opposite o f  that. Y et, despite his incarceration , 
threats im posed upon  him , and the spilling o f  his blood; in spite o f  all o f  this, he 
was from  the best o f  people in term s o f  his life. H e had the m ost open  chest 
am ongst the people, and he was the strongest am ongst them  in heart and the
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faith and righteous action. For this there are abundant proofs and indica­
tions. From them, there is the statement o f Allah, the Majestic and High:

4JJoJcjlL9 yz ^1 3-a (j-o ^
 ̂(jj-Loju U

W hoever works righteousness, whether male or fe­
male, while he (or she) is a true believer verily, to 
him W e will give a good life, and W e shall pay them  
certainly a reward in proportion to the best o f  what 

they used to do.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:97] 

Likewise, the statement o f Allah the Majestic and High:

( (  r t  j ]  L i j L A  J  L u i t § 3  ’ r r  \‘j  r r  V. L j L L c .  1 ^  I n  J j L f l - 0  3 ^ 3  7  A  1 1  ( j j  ^

Verily, for the pious, there will be a success (Paradise); 
Gardens and grape yards; And young full-breasted

m ost pleasant of them  in his soul. A rad ian t ligh t was apparen t upon  his lace. 
W h en  severe fear g ripped  us, and w e had bad though ts, and  the earth  was tig h t­
ened upon  us, w e w ould  com e to  him . A nd w e w ould  n o t see him  except that 
w h en  w e looked at h im  and listened to  his speech all o f  tha t w ould  leave us, and 
w ould  tu rn  in to  pleasantness, strength , certain ty , and co n ten tm en t. G lorified 
be H e w ho  allow ed His slaves to  w itness His Paradise belore m eeting  H im , and 
has opened  lo r them  its doors w ith in  the abode o f  action. T hus, its arom a, 
sweetness, and bliss cam e to  them  until it gave them  strength  to seek after it and 
to  race tow ard  it.” (A l-W a b iI as-Sayyib, pg. 67)
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(mature) maidens o f equal age; And a full cup (of wine).
[Surah an-Naba 78:31-34]

Allah, the Blessed and High, likewise said:

 ̂ |Q-ULjJI d>lL> \ a11 (jl ^

Verily, for the pious are Gardens o f  delight (Para­
dise) with their Lord.

[Surah al-Qalam 68:34]

Allah & also said:

Jj-jJl JLi ld_> CLut£i" dj liji !I \3L ^ 3 I ̂

Verily! Those who believe and do righteous deeds, 
shall have the Gardens o f  Al-Firdaus (the Paradise) 

for their entertainment.
[Surah al-Kahf 18:107]

The verses which bear this meaning are abundant.

From the tremendous means, which are clear within the Book and the 
Sunnah, is learning beneficial knowledge. For Allah, the Majestic and 
High, has made knowledge a means for the elevation o f His servants 
within this life and the Hereafter. Allah 3k has said:

^  *0]! xlufl j ^  ̂3 Tfclitd T jcSlI li]  ̂^
:ujL»j3 I Ijjj* ĵSGLo I
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O you w ho believe! W hen you are told to make 
room in the assemblies, (spread out and) make room. 
Allah will give you (ample) room (from His Mercy). 
And w hen you are told to rise up, rise up. Allah will 
exalt in degree those o f  you w ho believe, and those 
who have been granted knowledge. And Allah is 

W ell-Acquainted with what you do.
[Surah al-Mujadilah 58:11]

Likewise, Allah & has said:

-Oj) o 1 < ) Si Qt) Ai» j

Say: “Are those w ho know  equal to those w ho  
know  not?”

[Surah az-Zumar 39:9]

Allah & has also said:

Is he w ho walks w ithout seeing on his face, more 
rightly guided, or he w ho (sees and) walks on a 

Straight Way?
[Surah al-Mulk 67:22]

Allah & has also said:
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Shall he then who knows that what has been revealed 
unto you (O Muhammad from your Lord is the 
truth be like him w ho is blind? But it is only the men 

o f understanding that pay heed.
[Surah ar-Ra‘d 13:19]

Moreover, Allah, the Majestic and High, has made knowledge such that 
it is not attained except by utilizing the means by way of which one will 
arrive at its acquisition and attainment. From that is asking questions in 
an excellent manner and seeking knowledge and learning in the best way. 
Allah, the Exalted and High, said:

 ̂0̂ <d»i Y 'A CjJ 1 *8 LlUvjI Loj )=

And W e sent not (as Our Messengers) before you (O 
Muhammad any but men, whom W e inspired. So 
ask o f  those who know the scripture if  you know not.

[Surah an-Nahl 16:43]

The Prophet ^  said:

Knowledge is only by way o f  learning and forbear­
ance is by way o f  striving to be forbearing.1

1 R eported  by a t-T abaran i w ith in  A l-A w sa t. no. 2663. A l-A lbani graded it hasan 
w ith in  Sahlh Al-Jciini', no. 2328.
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Allah, the Majestic and High, has made taqwa o f Him, along with activity 
and the abandonment o f complacency and indifference, to be a means for 
the attainment o f provisions and goodness. Allah, the Majestic and High, 
has said:

And w hosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to 
Him, He will make a way for him to get out (from 
every difficulty). And He w ill provide him  from  

(sources) he never could imagine.
[Surah at-Talaq 65:2-3]

Allah, the Majestic and High, has also said:

^ <ijij <3*® ^

So walk in the path thereof and eat o f  His provision.
[Surah al-Mulk 67:15]

Moreover, Allah, the Majestic and High, has made means which contrib­
ute to the ease or difficulty o f their attainment. Allah M has said:

1̂13 V .-.ill bj ** jul Mt 9 y. (3‘ * *'"*3 lT1

As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty 
to Allah and fears Him; and believes in the good; W e 
will make smooth for him the path o f  ease (goodness).
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But he who is greedy miser and thinks him self self- 
sufficient, and belies the good, W e will make smooth 

for him  the path for evil.
[Surah al-Layl 92:5-10]

He has, likewise, made excellence in placing one’s trust in Him and the 
establishment o f His worship and obedience, a reason for Him to be 
enough for His servant, and the attainment o f Allah’s aid for His servant. 
Allah, the Majestic and High, has said:

 ̂ <ul Q«l!i ^

Is not Allah Sufficient for His slave?
[Surah az-Zumar 39:36]

Allah & has likewise said:

And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will 
suffice him.

[Surah at-Talaq 65:3]

Allah, the Majestic and High, has made excellence—in its two types (i.e., 
toward Allah & by way o f worshipping Him in an excellent manner, and 
excellence toward the creation by way o f dealing with them in an excel­
lent manner)—to be a reason for the attainment o f His mercy. Allah, the 
Majestic and High, has said:
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Surely, Allah’s Mercy is (ever) near unto the good
doers.

[Surah al-‘A'raf 7:56]

Allah & has likewise said:

Is there any reward for good other than good?
[Surah ar-Rahman 55:60]

Allah, the Majestic and High, has made praiseworthy endings, goodly 
results and blessed ends within this life, as well as the Hereafter, to be such 
that they are tamed by way o f patience and tacjwa. Allah, the Majestic and 
High, has said:

3̂ ill I ^

And the good end (i.e., Paradise) is for the pious.
[Surah Taha 20:132]

Allah has also said:

 ̂ 1 y cA *d! ^

V erily , he w h o  fears A llah  an d  is p a tien t, th e n  su rely ,
A llah  m ak es n o t  th e  rew ard  o f  th e  g o o d -d o e r s  to  be  
lost.

[Surah Yusuf 12:90]
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He has made supplication a reason for the attainment o f goodness and 
success, by way o f a tremendous gift and provision. He, the Majestic and 
High, does not reject a slave who supplicates to Him, and He does not 
turn away a believer who consults Him. Allah, the Exalted and High, has 
said:

And your Lord said: Supplicate Me, I will respond 
to your (supplication).

[Surah Ghafir 40:60]

Allah & has likewise said:

Verily! My Lord is indeed the All-Hearer o f  suppli­
cations.

[Surah 'Ibrahim 14:39]

Allah, the Majestic and High, has also said:

 ̂gli.3 I j] ijvz I jlj

And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad) con­
cerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed near (to 
them by My Knowledge). I respond to the invocations 

o f the supplicant when he calls on Me.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:186]



T h e  M e a n s  o f  G o o d n e s s  a n d  H a p p i n e s s  33
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Allah & has placed many fruits, abundant goodness, and numerous virtues 
within the life o f this world and the Hereafter, within the affair o f seeking 
forgiveness o f Him abundantly. Allah '£= has said:

(CjO) jcSLuLc (- I >. IjLlx. 4j I I  ̂ I id ̂  3̂
\ K ) W  (jvi-ij Jlj-oL

“I said (to them): ‘Ask forgiveness from your Lord;
Verily, He is Oft-Forgiving; He will send rain to you 
in abundance; and give you increase in wealth and 
children and bestow on you gardens and bestow on 

you rivers.’”
[Surah Nuh 71:10-12]

Allah, the Exalted, has likewise made for the attainment o f His for­
giveness, mercy and success, by way of His pleasure, many reasons that 
He has combined within His statement:

 ̂ jcj liJUo <>*19 lA jlaD ̂ 3  ^

And verily, I am indeed Forgiving to him who repents, 
believes, and does righteous good deeds, and then  

remains constant in doing them, (until his death).
[Surah Taha 20:82]

Allah, the Majestic and High, has made the companionship o f goodly 
people to have an effect, just as the companionship o f evil people has an 
effect. The believer is called to accompany the best o f the people, and to 
avoid the evil people. W ithin a hadith, the Prophet said:
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A man is upon the religion o f  his intimate companion.
So, each o f you should examine he whom he takes as an 

intimate companion.'

Likewise, O slaves o f Allah whoever contemplates upon the verses of 
the Q ur’an, and the narrations o f the Prophet SB, will find that affairs are 
connected to their reasons. Therefore, it is a must that one utilizes the 
beneficial means and useful reasons which will bring one near to the at­
tainment o f the Pleasure o f Allah and success by way of the goodness 
in this life as well as the Hereafter. For the people o f true happiness are 
those who utilize the beneficial means and avoid the means which lead to 
destruction; and in all of this, they depend upon and place their trust in 
Allah Trusting in Him, taking refuge with Him, in all o f their affairs, 
whether they are small or large; whether they are minute or tremendous.

I ask Allah by His beautiful Names to give us all success in enacting the 
means o f goodness and avoid the means o f evil and corruption, to give us 
success to place our trust in Him and our reliance in Him in the most 
excellent manner, and that he does not entrust us to ourselves for the 
twinkling o f an eye.

I say that which you have heard, and I seek Allah’s forgiveness for myself 
and for you, as well as the rest of the Muslims, from every sin. So, seek

1 R eported  by Abu D aw ud, no. 4833; as well as at-TTrm idhi, no. 2378; and 
A hm ad, no. 8028. A l-A lbani graded it hasan w ith in  Sahlh al-Jam i\ no. 3545.



T h e  M e a n s  o f  G o o d n e s s  a n d  H a p p i n e s s  35
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

His forgiveness and He & will forgive you. Indeed, He is Oft-Forgiving 
and Merciful.

T h e  S e c o n d  S e r m o n

The praise is for Allah M, who is tremendous in His kindness, vast and 
His bounty, generous and kind. I testify that none has the right to be 
worshipped, in truth, except Allah M alone, who has no partners; and I 
testify that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. May the blessings 
o f Allah and peace be upon him, his family and his Companions, all to­
gether.

As to proceed:

Slaves o f Allah, have taqwa o f Allah, the Exalted, and know—may Allah £  
protect you—that the happiness o f the servant and his success in this life, 
as well as the Hereafter, is predicated upon two firm principles, and two 
tremendous foundations upon which happiness revolves and is based 
upon. They are firstly, trusting in Allah £  alone; and secondly, utilizing 
the beneficial means which will bring one near to Allah.

These two tremendous principles are brought together within many 
verses and numerous narrations within the Sunnah o f the Prophet *£. 
From them, is the statement o f Allah, the Exalted:

JuJt I sjJljj ^

You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask 
for help (for each and everything).

[Surah al-Fatihah 1:5]



S h a y k h  ‘A b d u r - R a z z a q  a l - B a d r
V O ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

36

Likewise, the statement o f Allah, the Exalted and High:

® c44ic <Lp>>i 6-41.^

So, worship Him and put your trust in Him.
[Surah Hud 11:123]

In the Hadith, the Prophet & said:

<1)Ij ciliLaJu La L̂c. ^̂ 3 I

Be diligent upon that which benefits you and seek 
the help o f  Allah.1

The Prophet ^  likewise said:

l i l l a j  t 3 j * 3  U ^Lo^- j J J l )  LoS  ̂jcSlflj j ]  <J£^J «U)I ^ J l£ . |CjlK^J jcSol

If you were to trust in Allah as one should place their 
trust in Him then He would surely provide for you 
as He provides for the bird; it goes out in the morn­
ing with an empty stomach and returns with a full 

stomach.2

1 R eported  by M uslim , no. 2664
2 R eported  by at-TTrm idhi, no. 2344 and Ibn M ajah, no. 4164; as well as A hm ad, 

no. 205. A l-A lbani graded  it sahlh w ith in  Sdhih al-Jdmi'. no. 5254.
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Regarding his statement wherein he said: “...it goes out in the morning 
with an empty stomach,” therein lies an indication towards utilizing 
means.

W ithin the other narration, when a questioner asked him regarding his 
she-camel, should he allow it to roam freely and place his trust in Allah 
or should he tie it up and put his trust in Allah, he & said:

^ JS3J3 L̂ lic.1 ^

Tie it up and put your trust (in Allah).1

Therefore, he directed toward the utilization o f the means and not aban­
doning it. Hence, trusting in Allah & and putting one’s reliance upon Allah, 
and depending upon Allah alone, by way of this, O  slaves o f Allah you 
will attain happiness, and success will be actualized in this life as well as the 
Hereafter.

May prayers and peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and 
his Companions, altogether.

' R eported  by at-TTrm idhi, no . 2517. A l-A lbani g raded it hasan w ith in  Takhrij 
Ahadlth M ushkilatul-Faqr, no . 22.


